2nd Dnipro River Transboundary Monitoring Scientific Expedition
Within 2nd Component of UNDP-GEF Dnipro Basin Environment Programme 2nd Dnipro River Transboundary Monitoring Scientific Expedition was carried out on 10-21 September 2010.
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Background
First draft Transboundary Monitoring and Indicators Program (TMP) under the Dnipro River Strategic Action Programme (SAP) has been prepared in 2004.  In spite of some specific actions identified for the TMP Stages 1 and 2 have been completed and the national monitoring systems in the Belarus and Ukraine have continued to evolve, “both countries demonstrated a lack of progress in improving coordination, information exchange and allocation of key functions/responsibilities among many agencies involved in water monitoring. Overlapping/conflicting/duplicating functions of these agencies often results in ambiguity and generalities together with an over arcing inability to set long-term monitoring objectives and strategies”. In order to improve this situation the series of consistent actions should be taken. The first step towards the preparation and implementation of comprehensive TMP was the 1st Dnipro River Transboundary Monitoring Scientific Expedition on the Belarusian and Ukrainian territory, aimed to conduct monitoring and reconnaissance of the studied region in order to prepare a suite of hydro-morphological, hydro-chemical and biological indicators, place artificial substrata at transboundary sections of the water courses, survey and select reference sites.
Objective
The next step within series of consistent actions in 2nd component was to organize 2nd Dnipro River Transboundary Monitoring Scientific Expedition, aimed to prepare typology and identification  of water bodies on transboundary areas of Prypyat basin as integral sub-basins within transboundary river-channels on the basis of  hydro-morphological and biological indicators that will result in a broader integrated monitoring framework that can be used to monitor ecological state of water bodies while SAP implementation.
Such Monitoring Services and Methodologies were used:
· reconnaissance of the studied territory, designation and investigation of the reference sites, differentiation of the character macroinvertebrate communities and plant association and their investigation in view of the reference conditions establishment;
· compilation of “Field protocols – water objects state assessment” and Tables RQBA;
· background hydrochemical investigation;
· investigation of phyto- and zooplankton (sampling);
· investigation of bottom fauna (sampling);
· investigation of aquatic and riparian-aquatic vegetation (geobotanical survey);
· standardization and intercalibration of biological assessment methods – taking out of the artificial substrata (bricks, heterogeneous substrata) at 8 transboundary sites of the water courses;
· investigation of the artificial substrata fouling by standard for both neighboring states procedure.

Final Outcomes of the Work are:
· Preliminary list of indicators for evaluative tables ROBA will be determined and coordinated between Ukraine and Republic of Belarus;
· Hydro-morphological indicators of water bodies will be analyzed in accordance with ЕС-EN14614 standard;
· List of sample alignments and reference biological indicators will be determined and coordinated between Ukraine and Republic of Belarus;
· Control of phytoplankton communities status will be established;
· Control of zooplankton communities status will be established;
· Control of bottom macrofauna  communities status will be established;
· Control of phytobenthos communities status will be established;
· Control of phytophilous  communities status will be established;
· Control of invasive species of hydrocole;
· Background hydrochemical research will be carried out (content of attenuated oxygen, рН, electroconductivity, etc.);
· Control of persistent organic pollutants in tissue of hydrocoles.
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