
Strengthening Marine Protected Areas to 

Conserve Marine Key Biodiversity Areas 

in the Philippines



KEY BIODIVERSITY AREAS

126 Terrestrial

123 Marine
• Corals

• Reef fish

• Mangroves

• Seaweeds and seagrasses

• Sharks

• Whales, dolphins

• Marine Turtles

• Cucumber, urchins

• Giant clams



The SMARTSeas PH Project aims to address issues 

and gaps on the establishment of MPAs:

▪Inadequate habitat representation and spatial coverage

▪Insufficient funding for management and enforcement

▪Weak management plans, policies and ordinances to 

maintain and support marine protected areas 



Outcome 1

• Increased management 
effectiveness of MPAs 
and MPA Networks



Connectivity:

• All habitats connected by 
water circulation
• Reproduction
• Nutrients
• Genetics

• Efforts in one region 
contributes to the adjacent 
regions

• Cooperation and 
complementation of efforts

• 33 NIPAS with MPAs and 
1,620 LGU managed MPAs



Green, White and Kilarski 2013





Outcome 2

• Improved financial 
sustainability of MPA 
and MPA Networks



Green, White and Kilarski 2013



Outcome 3

• Established enabling policy 
framework of marine 
biodiversity conservation



Women 

Indigenous People

MPA Management Plan

White, Alino, Meneses 2006; MSN 2014

✓

✓
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• CCA and DRR 

plans

• Business and 

financial plans



Challenges

• Improve and strengthen capacities of 
managers of MPAs and MPANs (specifically in 
reduction of threats, law enforcement and 
information campaigns)

• Convince public and private investments in 
conservation and management

• Search for local conservation champions



What an Asia-Pacific Regional Network can 
help

• Sharing of knowledge products

• Sharing of best practices for any of our 
challenges



Contact Details

Vincent V. Hilomen

Project Manager, SMARTSeas PH Project

Bldg. 7, Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife Centre

Biodiversity Management Bureau

Department of Environment and Natural Resources

North Avenue, Quezon City 1100

PHILIPPINES

Telephone: +632 961 1559, Mobile +63 908 8114304

Email: mkbaproject2014@gmail.com; vvhilomen@up.edu.ph
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