Objectives of the meeting
The Strengthening Global Governance of Large Marine Ecosystems and Their Coasts through Enhanced
Sharing and Application of LME/ICM/MPA Knowledge and Information Tools or LME:LEARN project
seeks to improve global ecosystem-based governance of Large Marine Ecosystems and their coasts by
generating knowledge, building capacity, harnessing public and private partners and supporting southto-south learning and north-to-south learning. This project is funded by the Global Environmental
Facility (GEF), implemented by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and executed
by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC).
A key element of this improved governance is mainstreaming cooperation and coordination between
LME, MPA, MSP and ICM projects with overlapping themes and geographic areas, both for GEF
projects and for non-GEF projects.
This meeting is organised by GEF LME:LEARN and the IOC of UNESCO Sub-Commission for the Western
Pacific (WESTPAC). The primary objectives of the first Annual Asia-Pacific Regional Network Meeting
are to provide a forum for GEF funded project leaders, non-funded GEF projects, regional agencies,
academia and the private sector to network with one another; to enhance their understanding of
related activities in the region; and to identify partnership building opportunities by engaging
members actively involved in key thematic areas (marine and coastal management, biodiversity,
fisheries and coastal climate change).

More specifically, the meeting aims to:





Establish the Asia-Pacific Regional Network and enable members to build connections with
one another;
Introduce the twinning and Inter-project Collaboration Opportunities offered by GEF
LME:LEARN and discuss how these can or should progress with identified partners;
Foster an environment for regional private sector engagement;
Engage members in science-management discussions and how best practice could be
replicated in the region

Targeted outcomes of the meeting





Increased awareness and familiarity among the projects/activities under implementation in
Asia-Pacific;
Network members committed to taking advantage of the opportunities offered by GEF
LME:LEARN;
Establishment of a foundation for private sector engagement at a regional level;
Suggestions for replicating best practice in science-management

marine.iwlearn.net

Agenda
THURSDAY, 3 May 2018
Session

Registration and Opening of the Meeting

Chair
Content

Natalie Degger, GEF LME:LEARN

Venue
Time
08:30
09:00
09:00
10:00

Welcome messages and opening remarks from organizers and partners of
GEF LME:LEARN
Participant introductions and expectations of the meeting
Chatrium Hotel, Room (4th Floor, Room Ravipa I & II)

Registration
Welcome message and opening remarks
Wenxi Zhu, Head and Programme Specialist, IOC-UNESCO Sub-Commission for the
Western Pacific (WESTPAC)
Mish Hamid, Project Manager, GEF LME:LEARN
Short introduction and expectations of the participants

Coffee break (10:00 – 10:30)
Session
Setting the Stage
Natalie Degger, GEF LME:LEARN
Chair
This session will introduce participants to the functions and role of IOC UNESCO SubContent
Commission for the Western Pacific (WESTPAC) in the region. It will also provide
participants with an overview of the GEF LME:LEARN project and the rationale behind the
creation of a regional network and its benefits to members.

10:30
11:00

Role of WESTPAC
-Wenxi Zhu, Head and Programme Specialist, WESTPAC
Introduction to LME:LEARN project
-Mish Hamid, Project Manager, GEF LME:LEARN
Introduction and welcoming the participants to the Asia Regional Network, including the
proposed ToR
- Natalie Degger, GEF LME:LEARN

Session

Activities in the Region

Chair
Content

Natalie Degger, GEF LME:LEARN
Meeting participants will deliver presentations of 8-10 minutes about their
projects/academic and/or agency activities from across the region. This will enable the
network members to become familiar with one another, what they are working on, and to
stimulate the identification of collaboration opportunities.
The presentations will have the following framework:
· Introducing the project/organisation/institute;
·The thematic area worked in;

11:00
13:00

· What will be achieved through the project or area worked in;
· What challenges the project/organisation faces;
· How will the Asia-Pacific Regional Network be useful to the project/institute;
· Full contact details and the website link to the project/institute (if there is one)
Presentations from around the region










Susana Siar, FAO Bay of Bengal
Damian Hine, Capturing Coral Reef Ecosystem Services
Nora Ibrahim, CTI Strengthening Coastal and Marine Resources SE Asia
Ryan Whisnant, PEMSEA
Tarun Kathula, India Godavari River Estuary Coastal Marine Biodiversity
David Power, Pacific SIDS Fisheries Conventions
Vincent Hilomen, Phillippines Marine Protected Area System
Somboon Siriraksophon, South China Sea & Gulf of Thailand Fisheries Refugia
Soseala Tinilau, Marine Based Livelihoods and Climate Hazard Response

Lunch break (13:00 – 14:00)
14:00
15:30

Presentations from around the region continued








Sangjin Lee, Yellow Sea LME SAP Implementation
Aya Mizumura, The Nature Conservancy
Anne Trevor, Enhancement of Ecosystem Services and Cultural Heritage in
Niue/UNDP Samoa
Emma Newland, GEF/UNDP/SPC Ridge to Reef Programme
Andrew Dansie, Global Water Institute, University of New South Wales
Rosalinda Yatilman, R2R Federal State of Micronesia
Phaedora Harris, National Pacific Ridge to Reef- Nauru

Coffee break (15:30 – 15:45)
15:45
16:30

Session
Content






Louise Whiting, FAO’s progress on Source to Sea
Lianchawii Chhakchhuak, UNDP India
Daud Hassan, Western Sydney University
Mataio Tekinene, Pacific Ridge to Reef – Tuvalu

Opportunities offered by the GEF LME:LEARN project

16:30
17:00

The GEF LME:LEARN project has opportunities and mechanisms which the regional
network can utilize to facilitate learning exchanges and partnership building. This session
will help the participants better understand what these opportunities are, how they can be
accessed and the support they can receive
Twinning, Inter-project Collaboration Opportunities, Slack platform, Training and Toolkits
-Natalie Degger

17:00

Q&A on any of the services provided by GEF LME:LEARN
Close

FRIDAY, 4 May 2018
Session
Chair
Content
Venue
Time

Recap

09:00
09:30

Review of the outcomes of the first day
-Natalie Degger

Session
Chair
Content

Private Sector Engagement at the Regional Level

Natalie Degger, GEF LME:LEARN
Summary of the previous day’s discussions and any housekeeping announcements
Chatrium Hotel, (4th Floor, Room Ravipa I & II)

Natalie Degger, GEF LME:LEARN
In order to bring transformational change to the global ocean environment, marine projects,
institutions and the private sector must identify new ways of working together.
Examples of successful partnerships with large corporate actors include the Globallast
partnership with shippers and the International Maritime Organization, as well as Large
Marine Ecosystems (LMEs) and Areas beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ) working with the
private sector to promote innovative, market-based approaches fostering good fishing
practices and fishery management.
To foster these partnerships there needs to be a better understanding of the challenges
faced by both the private sector and marine projects in engaging with one another; how to
better communicate the investment potential of marine projects, and the opportunities for
investment by the private sector at the regional level.
The best way to advance and align business, environmental and social objectives is by
learning first about the drivers of the businesses in the Asia-Pacific Region. Most businesses
approach the environment through the lens of risk, in other words how does the availability
of natural resources impact their business?
During this session participants have the opportunity to hear from a few businesses
operating in the Asia-Pacific Region. More specifically this session will focus on:




Time
09:30
10:30

New issues, risks and opportunities are emerging that may have material impact
on ocean industry operations;
The criteria these companies use to make investment decisions;
Examples of investments that have succeeded or failed in the past, and why?

World Ocean Council organized session
-Christine Valentin, COO and Board Member
WOC: Ocean Business Leadership and Collaboration on Sustainable Development
The private sector perspective from:
•
Fisheries (Darian McBain, Thai Union)
•
Aquaculture (Guillaume Drillet, The World Aquaculture Society)
•
Shipping (Simon Bennett, The China Navigation Co. Swire)
•
Other sectors
Framing questions:
1. What are the global and regional priorities and opportunities regarding
sustainable development from the ocean business community?
2. What are the needs and opportunities to collaborate across the sectors/at a
regional scale?

3.
4.

How can other stakeholders best work with and through intermediary
organizations to engage the private sector?
How can we develop an Asia-Pacific ocean business leadership community for
ocean sustainable development?

Coffee break (10:30 – 11:00)
11:00
13:00

Round table
Moderator: Christine Valentin, COO and Board Member, World Ocean Council
Participants:
•
Private sector representatives
•
Regional intermediary organizations
•
Regional project representatives
Framing questions:
1. What is the value proposition for both the marine project and the private
sector partners?
2. How to work with and through business organizations?
3. What should marine projects/institutes be aware of?
4. How can intermediaries facilitate the engagement of companies with the
projects?

Lunch break (13:00 – 14:00)
Session
Special Thematic Session on Science to Management in the Asia-Pacific
Region
Natalie Degger, GEF IW:LEARN
Chair
This session focuses on the value in using science to make management decisions, best
Content
14:00
14:20
14:20
15:30

practices in engaging the scientific community, and steps towards facilitating the science to
management interface
How science works along with policy and governance
-Dr. Somkiat Khokiattiwong, Marine Biodiversity Research Specialist, Department of
Marine and Coastal Resources, Thailand
Examples of best practice from around the region





Chris Patterson, South China Sea SAP Implementation
Liz Izquierdo, Capturing Coral Reef Ecosystem Services
Andrew Dansie, Global Water Institute, University of New South Wales
Open interventions

Coffee break (15:30 – 16:00)
16:00
16:30

Moderated Panel Discussion

16:30
17:00

Large Marine Ecosystem Policy Briefs





How could successful science-management models be replicated in the region?
What are the emerging areas for targeted research and its application?
Are their mechanisms for improving knowledge exchange among scientists,
projects and decision-makers in the region?

Closing of the meeting

