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Regional Seas Conventions and
Action Plans

Established in 1974; 143 countries; 18 Regional Seas Conventions and Action
Plans, 6 administered by UNEP

Provide the only legally binding framework to protect the marine environment
at the regional level

Governed by member states

Main objectives are to address the degradation of oceans and seas through the
sustainable use and management of marine and coastal resources

Promotes the implementation of cross cutting policies fostering transboundary
cooperation amongst countries
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Regional Seas Strategic Directions
2013-2016

1. Effectively apply Ecosystem Based Management

2. GPA: Protection from Land Based Activities

3. Strengthen capacity for coastal and marine governance
4. Promote resource efficiency and productivity

5. Strengthen coordination and capacity for state of marine environment
reporting, in particular the World Oceans Assessment

6. Strengthen mechanisms for MEA, UN and IFI collaboration
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Regional Seas Strategic Directions
2013-2016

1. Effectively apply Ecosystem Based Management

@ @ CBD

UNEP

Taking Steps toward

Distr
GENERAL

Marine and Coastal s Convention on R ——
Ecosystem-Based
Management

Biological Diversity 18 Junz 2014

ENGLISH ONLY

SUBSIDIARY BODY ON SCIENTIFIC,

TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL

ADVICE
Eighteenth mes
Mentreal, 23-26 Tune 2014
Ttem 4.5 of the provisional agenda*
MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING IN PRACTICE—TRANSITIONING FROM PLANNING

TO IMPLEMENTATION

Governing Marine
P rO t e Ct e d A re a S 1 Pursuant to paragraph 2 nf":s:bl‘n:‘ iﬁ:z::f: ju::ml of the forthcoming CBD Expert

Werkshop to Provide Consclidated Practical Guidance and 2 Toolkit for Marine Spatial Planming,
being convensd by the Executive Sscsstary of the Ceavention, fom & to 11 September 2014, in
Mouteal, (Notifieation Ref. No. SCBD/SAMDCILTATMQ/S3496, issued on 6 May 2014), a
technical meeting on Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) in Practice was convened by United Nations
2 3 Environment Prozramme (UNEP) (throush its Division of Envirommental Policy Inplementation.

c Frecliwater aud Mavine Ecosystems Branch), the Seientific and Techuica] Advisory Pasel of the
G Ettlng the Balance nght Global Eavirenment Facility (GEF-STAP). azd the United Nations Eavironment Frogramme World
Conservation Menitoring Centrs (UNEP-WCMC) in collzboration with the Seerstariat of the
Convention o Biological Diversity, fom 6 to § May 2014 at the United Nations Environment
Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre in Cambridge, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland.

2. Asvefened o in paeraph 9 of the note by the Exeeutive Secretary on tools and eapacis
development, including marine spatis] planning and traming mitiatives (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/1S),
the report of the above-mentioned meeting is being made available for the information of participants
at h sbsidiary Body on Scientific, Techuical and sical Adv

3. The document is being made available in the form and language in which it was veceived by
the Secrstariat

Technical Report

= UNEPICED/SBSTIANS
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Regional Seas Strategic Directions
2013-2016

2. GPA: Protection from Land Based Activities




Regional Seas Strategic Directions
2013-2016

Nutrients Marine Litter
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Regional Seas Strategic Directions
2013-2016

3. Strengthen capacity for coastal and marine governance
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Regional Seas Strategic Directions
2013-2016

4. Promote resource efficiency and productivity

mesedeey: SIDS-FOCUSED .,
o gl GREEN ©cCONOMy

AN ANALYSIS OF CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Marine and coastal
ecosystem services

UNEP WCMC
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Regional Seas Strategic Directions
2013-2016

5. Strengthen coordination and capacity for state of marine environment
reporting, in particular the World Oceans Assessment

 The first capacity building workshop within the WOA took place in
Santiago de Chile for South Pacific region, in September 2011.

e The second workshop for the Eastern and South Eastern Asian Seas
was held in Sanya, Republic of China in February 2012.

e  Third workshop for the Western Indian Ocean (Nairobi Convention)
hosted by Government of Mozambique in August 2012.

Fourth workshop for the Wider Caribbean region, in November 2012,
hostedby the Government of USA.
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Regional Seas Strategic Directions
2013-2016

5. Strengthen coordination and capacity for state of marine environment
reporting, in particular the World Oceans Assessment

e  Fifth workshop for the Pacific region, in February 2013, hosted by the
Government of the Australia.

*  Sixth workshop for the Western and Southern Africa region, hosted by
the Government of Ivory Coast.

 Regional Scientific and Technical Capacity Building Workshop on the
World Ocean Assessment:
 East Asian Seas and the Pacific Region, Bangkok, Thailand,
September 2012
*  Western Indian Ocean, Maputo, Mozambique, December 2012




Regional Seas Strategic Directions
2013-2016

5. Strengthen coordination and capacity for state of marine environment
reporting, in particular the World Oceans Assessment

 Need for improved skills and knowledge on the conduction of
integrated assessments-on the marine environment, economic and
social aspects).

 None of the countries had conducted an integrated assessment of the
state of marine environment

Monitoring reports were scattered among numerous ministries and
agencies, some countries had centralized data repositories and
contribute to international programmes.
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Regional Seas Strategic Directions
2013-2016

5. Strengthen coordination and capacity for state of marine environment
reporting, in particular the World Oceans Assessment

* Development of State of the Marine Environment Reports
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Regional Seas Strategic Directions
2013-2016

6. Strengthen mechanisms for MEA, UN and IFI collaboration

e Collaborations with CBD, CMS and CITES

 Strengthen coordination and collaboration with RFBs and LMEs

e How to contribute to SDG on oceans and post 2015 development
agenda

e GPO at the regional level — Caribbean example




Large Marine Ecosystems of the World
and Linked Watersheds
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LARGE MARINE ECOSYSTEMS are areas of the ocean characterized by distinct bathymetry, hydrography, productivity,
and trophic interactions, They annually produce 95 percent of the world's fish catch. They are national and reglonal
Jocal areas of a global effort to reduce the degradation of linked watersheds, marine resources, and coastal
environments from pollution, habitat loss, and over-fishing.

18 GEF-LME Projects in Regional Seas. GEF-LME Projects in Regional Seas already approved (red dots) or in the preparation stage (yellow
dots), involve 121 countries of Africa, Asia, the Pacific, Latin America & the Caribbean, and Eastern Europe.




Regional Seas Strategic Directions
2013-2016

3. Strengthen capacity for coastal and marine governance

Review of the Regional Governance mechanisms for the marine
environment

* Analyse the legal, institutional and scientific foundations of these

regional mechanisms, exploring their respective mandates and ways of
intervention

 Analyze cooperation and coordination:
e  Among RSPs / RFBs / LMEs
e Between RSPs, RFBs and LMEs

Provide recommendations for making the regional system more
coherent, effective and efficient
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Conclusions

Many areas to collaborate with the Regional Seas Conventions and Action
Plans

 Strengthening individual mechanisms
. Enhancing cooperation and coordination

Key areas:
e Scientific assessments, capacity building, sharing best practices

and on-the-ground interventions.

* Potential Global Meeting of LMEs and RSPs in 20157




