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1. Putting into context needs and responses: rationale 
for CoPs 

2. The Groundwater CoP:  tools and lessons learned 

3. Groundwater/Marine interactions (UNESCO IHP 
baseline & collaboration with IOC) 

4. Further areas for cooperation 
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Outline 



Putting into context needs and 
responses: rationale for CoPs 

 
• Freshwater Communities of Practice (on surface and 

groundwater, respectively coordinated by IUCN and UNESCO-IHP) established 
under current phase of IW:LEARN (2011-2014)  
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• Underlying question: HOW TO TAKE STOCK AND KEEP ALIVE 

THE KNOWLEDGE GENERATED WITHIN THE IW GEF IW 

PORTFOLIO? 

• Need for a more people-based approach to tackle “difficult” 
type of knowledge… 

 











8 

Groundwater Community of Practice: 
 tools and lessons learned 

Online Hub: 
groundwatercop.iwlearn.net 

Analysis of the global portfolio of GEF Projects on 
Groundwater in light of disseminating outstanding 
results, lessons learned and replicable practices 

• Elements of global 
environmental relevance 

• Achievement of, or 
progress towards multi-
country cooperation 

• Progress in conjunctive 
management of surface 
and groundwater 

• Advancements in science 
or use of innovative 
approaches 

• Testing of new practices 
and technologies 

• Replication potential 
within regional or global 
contexts 

Small portfolio: 11+3 Projects 

Mix of face-to-face and online interactions 
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Groundwater Community of Practice: 
 tools and lessons learned 

A series of interviews and videos from 
events across the world looking at 

groundwater issues!   
 

Online Forum for discussing groundwater issues  

Groundwater Integration Dialogues: face to 
face meetings promoting conjunctive 
management of surface, groundwater and 
marine waters 

Webinars: talking about groundwater 
issues with people around the world… 

(UNESCO WebEx) *Tutorials 



Groundwater/Marine Interactions and Governance of GW Resources   

- UNESCO-IHP Baseline -  

(IW:LEARN 3 and 4) 

MedPartnership (gw dependent ecosystems in coastal zones) 
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Diktas (one of the 

largest aquifers after the 
Guarani, karst is very 
vulnerable geological 
formation, assessing the 
flow of contaminated 
water to the Adriatic Sea) 
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TWAP/GGRETA Pr. (SIDS 

component of TWAP + GGRETA 
level 2 of TWAP funded by SDC, 
using TWAP methodology to 
assess three different aquifers) 

Groundwater/Marine Interactions and Governance of GW Resources   

- UNESCO-IHP Baseline -  

Groundwater Governance Pr. (through regional consultations, assessing the global 

status of gw governance globally, provide a vision and framework for action) 

 

IHP VIII (ISARM, GRAPHIC, Ecohydrology, […]) (regular programmes of IHP 

VIII on water security foresee an holistic approach to management of water systems, both 
fresh and marine waters; transboundary aquifers assessment ; impacts of climate change 
and human pressures; …)   
 
 



Further areas for cooperation 
IHP-IOC existing collaboration ensures freshwater and marine 
integrated management will be covered in this project  

one-stop-shop… breaking the silos… 

• Management and protection of coastal aquifers 

• Eco-hydrology 

• Groundwater dependent ecosystems and wetlands 

• Submarine discharge (inception idea for MedPartnership) 

• Conservation of biodiversity in coastal areas, freshwater for 
fish reproduction 

• Water Nexus in SIDS (Int’l Year of SIDS, Apia Conference) 
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The whole IHP (part. groundwater team) 
stands ready to work in partnership with 
all of you and contribute to the LME 
Governance Project   


