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COVER PHOTO: Traditional shellfish harvest in intertidal mudflats of Tiaozini, 
Yancheng City of Jiangsu Province, PR China. (Photo by Dongming LI)



iii
The YSLME Story: Management and Governance for the Restoration and Protection of the Yellow Sea Large Marine Ecosystem

Management and Governance for the Restoration and 
Protection of the Yellow Sea Large Marine Ecosystem

The YSLME Story



iv
The YSLME Story: Management and Governance for the Restoration and Protection of the Yellow Sea Large Marine Ecosystem

The YSLME Story: Management and Governance for the 
Restoration and Protection of the Yellow Sea Large Marine Ecosystem

August 2021

This publication may be reproduced in whole or in part and in any form for 
educational or non-profit purposes or to provide wider dissemination for 
public response, provided prior written permission is obtained from UNDP, 
acknowledgment of the source is made and no commercial usage or sale of the 
material occurs. UNDP would appreciate receiving a copy of any publication 
that uses this publication as a source.

© United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

Published by UNDP. Printed in the Republic of Korea. 

Suggested Citation:

UNDP. 2021. The YSLME Story: Management and Governance for the 
Restoration and Protection of the Yellow Sea Large Marine Ecosystem. UNDP/
GEF Yellow Sea Large Marine Ecosystem (YSLME) Phase II Project, Incheon, 
RO Korea. pp 96.

UNDP/GEF Yellow Sea Large Marine Ecosystem (YSLME) Phase II Project is 
funded by the United Nations Development Programme/Global Environment 
Facility (UNDP/GEF) and implemented by UNOPS with support from the 
Governments of People’s Republic of China and the Republic of Korea. 

The contents of this publication do not necessarily reflect the views or policies 
of the UNDP and other participating partners. The designation employed and 
the presentation do not imply expression of opinion, whatsoever on the part of 
the UNDP concerning the legal status of any country or territory, or its authority 
or concerning the delimitation of its boundaries.

---------------------------------------------------------

United Nations Development Programme
Bureau for Policy and Programme Support
304 East 45th Street 
New York, NY 10017, USA



1
The YSLME Story: Management and Governance for the Restoration and Protection of the Yellow Sea Large Marine Ecosystem

Congratulatory Message

Carlos Manuel RODRIGUEZ
CEO and Chairperson 

Global Environment Facility

Since its establishment in 1992, the Global Environment Facility (GEF) has provided a total 

of $1.2 billion USD, which has leveraged $9.8 billion in more than 200 investments within 

the world’s Large Marine Ecosystems. The size and diversity of the portfolio is a testament to 

the cultural, social and economic value and opportunities, that these transboundary marine 

ecosystems present for the countries sharing the resources within them. 

 

I would like to congratulate the countries and all partners with the successful adoption of 

the Yellow Sea LME TDA 2020 and the YSLME Strategic Action Programme (SAP) 2021-2030. 

Having been a key supporter of the YSLME region for two decades, the GEF is pleased to see 

the implementation of the YSLME SAP and for the foundation it provides for cooperation 

between the Yellow Sea countries.  

 

The YSLME project has played an important role in advancing knowledge and good practices 

on sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, in the YSLME region and in other LMEs. Engagement 

of various stakeholders from governments, civil society, academia and the business sector 

have fostered strong regional and national collaboration on YSLME ocean governance, 

directly informing formulation and adoption of national policies and regulations.

 

The results of this set of investments is a shining example of what can be achieved through 

cooperation on shared marine resources and how it is a prerequisite for local, national and 

regional sustainable blue development. 
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