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Welcome to the most international 

river basin in the World! 

800 000 km2, 2 860 km, 6 500 m3/s,  

80 Mio people, 19 countries 

We are here! 



Block I ï Setting the scene 

 
VPart I ï legal framework  

V The Danube River Protection Convention 

V The ICPDR as the main tool for the implemention of 

the Danube River Protection Convention (DRPC) 

V Seat Agreement & Rules of Procedure 

 

VPart II - role and functioning of ICPDR 

V The ICPDR Approach 

V Transboundary river basin management 

V Expert and Task groups  

 

V Part III ï Levels of involvement  

V Observers 

V The wider public 
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The Danube River Basin in 1990 

environmental 
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19 countries 
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Human activities  
and their impact on the Danube 
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Water pollution, hydromorphological alterations 



The Danube River  
Protection Convention 

ÁFull name: Convention on Co-operation for the Protection and 

Sustainable Use of the River Danube (Danube River 

Protection Convention) 

ü legal instrument for co-operation and transboundary water 

management in the Danube River Basin 

üCame into force in October 1998 when ratified by the 9th 

signatory 

ü11 Danube countries are signatories 

ü15 Contracting parties (14 countries  

that have more than 2000 km² of the  

basin and the European Commission) 

ÁMain objective: ensure that surface waters and groundwater 

within the Danube River Basin are managed and used 

sustainably and equitably.   

 



The DRPC as the legal mandate 

of the ICPDR 

Protection of water & 

ecological resources 

Sustainable & equitable 

use of water 

Reduce nutrients & 

hazardous substances 

ICPDR: platform for transboundary cooperation on water management: 

ÅImplementation of the DRPC(1998) 

ÅCoordination of the implementation of EU Water Framework Directive 

(2000) & EU Floods Directive (2007) 

 

Manage floods 

& ice hazards 



Germany 

Austria 

Czech Republic 

Slovakia 

Hungary 

Slovenia 

Croatia 

Bosnia & Herzegovina 

Serbia 

Montenegro 

Romania 

Bulgaria 

Rep. of Moldova 

Ukraine 

European Union 

ICPDR 
Contracting Parties 

EU Member States (9) 

Non-EU Member States (5) 



Seat Agreement   

Agreement between the International Commission for the 

Protection of the Danube River and the Republic of Austria 

regarding the headquarters of the International Commission 

for the Protection of the Danube River  

 

üSigned in December 2000 

üAgreement to host the headquarters in Vienna 

üEstablishes the ICPDR as a legal entity 

 

 



Rules of Procedure (1) 

ÁThe ICPDR:  

 

üConsists of delegations nominated by the CPs (max. 5 

members);  

üThe International Commission conveys at least once a 

year on invitation of the President (ordinary meeting); 

üExtraordinary meeting can be convened on request at 

least three CPs; 

üTakes formal, legally binding decisions; 

ü Is the highest decision making body under the 

Convention (equals to CoPs). 

 



Rules of Procedure (2) 

ÁThe Standing Working Group:  

 

üCoordinating body of ICPDR work;  

üConsists of of delegates (Heads of Delegation and/or 

their nominated representatives);  

üguides the activities of the Expert Groups and prepares 

the main strategic issues to be resolved;  

ü It may revise the Programmes of Work  

 of the Expert Groups;  

üReviews administrative and financial  

 issues, which need urgent consideration.  

 



Rules of Procedure (3) 

ÁThe Presidency:  

 

üThe President chairs the Commission for one year  

üAnnual rotation occurs in alphabetical order,  

üThe President, as a rule, does not take the floor on 

behalf of his/her delegation within the meetings of the 

International Commission, 

üThe President may be supported by the  

 previous President and by his/her future  

 successor (Troika approach).  

 



Rules of Procedure (4) 

Meetings:  

 

üOnce a year convened by the President:  

Ordinary Meetings   

üOnce a year held between Ordinary Meetings: 

Standing Working Group Meetings 

üBi-annually:  

    Expert Group Meetings 

 

Permanent Secretariat 

 

Expert Groups  

 

Task Groups  

 

 



Permanent Secretariat 

ÁSupports the work of the ICPDR and its expert groups, 

assists project development and implementation 

ÁExecutive Secretary: Executive Official responsible for 

administration, budget planning and management 

Á2 administrative staff members: Office Management & 

Finance Administration 

Á6 professional technical staff members (Technical Experts) 

in the relevant fields 

ÁSupport from project staff, interns and external consultants 





Block I ï Setting the scene 

 
VPart I ï legal framework  

V The Danube River Protection Convention 

V The ICPDR as the main tool for the implemention of 

the Convention 

V Seat Agreement & Rules of Procedure 

 

VPart II - role and functioning of ICPDR 

V The ICPDR Approach 

V Transboundary river basin management 

V Expert and Task Groups  
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V Observers 

V The wider public 
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The ICPDR approach  

Based on two governing principles: 

 

ÅThe basin-wide approach is the only approach to properly 

manage water resources 

ÅRiver Basin Management is the only functioning water 

management mechanism 

 

ICPDRós backbone: 

 

ÅThe legal international mandate of the Convention  

ÅThe Expert Groups 

ÅPublic participation  

 



 
 Water quality monitoring: 
 Major drivers 

ü DRPC (According to the Article 9 of the DRPC the 

Contracting Parties to DRPC have agreed to co-

operate in the field of monitoring and assessment of 

the water resources) 

 

ü EU WFD (establishing of WFD compliant monitoring 

networks) 



Trans National Monitoring 
Network ï TNMN 


