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Mercury Pollution in the Amazon Basin
Scientific research and related control policies

Since Mercury pollution has been considered as a worldwide concern, anthropogenic emissions decreased 
about 70% . As a result of effective policies, Hg fungicides and organic Hg compounds used in industries and 
agriculture disappeared in many countries, including Brazil.  At the same time the use of Hg in Amazonian gold 
mining increased drastically since the gold rush of the 80`s. The present poster shows how Mercury Pollution 
has been object of scientific research and influenced public awareness and policies intending to control the use 
of Hg and the resulting contamination of the regional population through fish consumption.
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Worldwide recognized danger of widespread Mercury pollution of Amazon Rivers and an important scientific production concerning Mercury related issues 
did not lead to consistent and effective control policies. The main reasons for the difficulties to apply regulations are basically geographical (the immensity 
of the region) and socioeconomic, due to massive unemployment and the high international gold prices. 
Despite the great difficulties to apply effective regulations there is a significant improvement of international efforts to control the impacts on public health 
of Mercury contamination in the Amazon region.


