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PREFACE

Ten ~eare ago the United Natione Conference on the Human Environment (Stockholm,
5_16 June 1972) edopted the Action Plan for the Human Environment, including the
Ganaral P.inciples for Assessment and Control of Marine Pollution. In the light of
the results of the Stockholm Conferanca, the United Nations General Aasembly decided
to ntabliah the United Nations Enviro"",ant ProgrOllWlle (UNEP) to "serve as a focal
point for environ....ntal action and co"ordination within the United Nations ayste.. "
(General Assembly resolution (XXVII) cF. 15 December 1972). The organizationa cF the
Uniteo Nations aystem "ara invitad "to adopt the meaaures that may be raquired to
undertak.. conce,·tad and ~o_ordinated pro9ra"me6 with r9\lard to international
environmental problems", and the "intergove,ronenlel and non_governmental
organizations that have an interest in the field of the environment" wera also
invited "to l~nd their Full "upport end collaboration to the United ~etions with a
view to aohia,ing the largest POSSible deg<ee of co_operation .nd cc_ordination".
SuMequantly, the Governing Council of UNEP chose "Oceana" a,. cne cF the priority
area. in whioh it ~oulli fccus effcrts to fulfil its catolytic and co_ordtnatin9
,ole.

The Re9ional Seas Programme wae l~,tiated by UN(P in l~7a. S\nce the~ the Governing
Council of UNEP has ,epeatedly endorsed a re910nal approach to t~e control ~f ~srine

pollution and the manegement of ~arina and coastal resourcs,. and ha,. requested the
developrnant of regional action plans.

The Regional Seas Pr~gramoe at p,esant include" ten regiona!! and haa eve, 120
coastal Statee participating in it. It ia ooncaived as an action_o,ianted programme
having conce<n not only for the conseque~oee but also for the oauee" of
environmental degradation and en~ompassing a comprehenSive app,aaoh to combating
env~ronmentai problems th,ou9n the management of rna,in. and coantal areas. Eaoh
regional action plan is formulated accordi~ to the neads of the region ee porceived
by the Gove,",mente concerned. It is designed to link sssssement of the quelity of
the mar~ne environment and the causes of its dete,io,ation with .ctivities ror the
management and development of tna rnarine and coastal envtronment. The action plans
p,ornote the par.llel developme~t of regionel legal agreements and of action_oriented
p,og,ernme activities£!.

At the third session of UNEP's Gove,n;'ng Counoil (1975), a numoer of W.st and
Central African States ,equested UNEP to study tne prcblems of ~arine and ooastai
~ollution of their region. As s result of that request, UNEP's ~xplorato.y ~~ssion

viaited fourteen Stetes of tne regio~ during 1976. The miseion'. ,epo<t identified

Medih<ranesn, Kuwait Action Plan Region, West and Central M<ies, Wider
Caribbean, East Asian Sess, South_East Pacific, South-Wast Pacific, Red Sea and
Gulf of Aden, East Africa end South_West Atlantlc.

UNEP, Achie'e....nts and olanned de,elooment of UNEP·. Raoional Sass Prooramllle
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the major environmental problema of the rag ion and reoommendBd the deveLopment of a
regional action plan for tho proteotion and d,velopment of the marine. onvironment
and ooastal areaa of the region.

After oonaidering the report of the mission, the fifth session of the Gove~ning

Cour>::il (1977) deoided tMt "steps should be undertaken for the de.elop..ent of an
ection plan end e regional agr8ement:to prevent and abate pollution" in the ~est and
Cent~BI Afric"" raglon.

The p,eparato~y work o~ the development of the action plan and ~,e regional
agreement in~luded seversl expert group msetings, miBsions end survey~ leading to
the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on Co_operation in the P,otection end
Development of tha Marine and Coastal Environment of the ~est and Central Af~inan

Rsgion (UMEP/IG.22/7) oonvened by UNEP in Abidjan, 16 _ 23 Ma~nh 1981 as the final
stage of tho p'epa,atory WO~K leading to the adoption of the (a) Aotion Plan fo~ the
p,oteotion and de.elopment of the marine Bnvi,onment and coastal a~eaS of the W~st

and Central Africsn Re~ion, (b) Convention fo~ the Co_operation in the P,oteotion
and Development of the Marine and Coastal [n.ironment of tho West and Cent~al

Af~ica~ Region, (cl Protocol coneerning no_operation in combating pollution in oasss
of emergenoy, and (d; • aet of conferenoe rssolutions.

;/ For details .ae'

Report of the Executive Director on preparatory a~tivities fo, en a~tion plan
for the p~otection .nd developnent of the marine and coastal envi~onment in
the West Afri~sn Region. UNEP/IG.22/4. UNEP, 1981.

U~lDO/UNEP'

and Cent~al

U~[P, 19B2.

Su~vey of marine
African Region.

pollutant. from industrial sources in tha Weat
UNEP Regional Saas Repo~te and Studies No.2.

UMESCU/U~EP,

envi~onment•
Riva~ inputa to

UNEP Regional Sees
the ~est

Repo,ts and
end CenhB.1
Studies ~o. 3.

Af,ioan me,ine
UNU, 1982.
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ACTION PLAN FOR THE PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT or THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT AND
COASTAL AREAS or THE WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICAN REGlON

I INTRODUCTION

1... The ~""t African Region has been recognizi1 by the Go,erning Council of the
Un. ted Nations [nvi,om.ent Pro9u"",e (UNEP~ as a "concentration area" in which
UNEP, i~ close oollabo,ation ~ith the ,elevant components of the United Natian~

.yst"m, ~il1 att.mpt 00 Fulfil • oatalytic rale in assisting the developing 5tate~

of the Wast Afri.ca~ Region to ForMulate ~nd impleme~t, in a co_ordiMt8d manne~, a
commonly agreed upon action plan.

2. The pti"c.i.~~l llbjedive ·oF the action plan is the d~veloi>/ll~nl and ptut.~diDn of
the mari"e ~n,..irDnment and tho coastal 2reas of the W~"t "nd Cenlral Mrican Region
partl~ul"rly fo~ the health .no ~ell_being of p~osent and futu,e g~ne~.tiohs. rhe
aotion pla~ is inte~ded to p~Dvi.de a ham.wo"k fo, 'n environme~tally-souno and
comprehenslve approacn to c~ast.l area dovelopmeht p.rticularly appropriate to th~

need. of the r.gion.

3. Recognizing
aCtiviti~6, tl1~

acU"" plan:

the complexity of the problem
following preparatory work

and baing 6~are of
contributsd to the

numerous ongOing
development of th.

UNEP Exploratory ~i.aion On Marine Pollution Problem~

Coastd Statea of t~e Gulf of Guin~a, 25 Ap~il _ 2 July
of the
1976;

West African

IMCO/UNEP ~ork9Mop On
Ships ,r. th~ Gulf
OlOOembar 1977;

P~ev"ntian,

af Guine.
~batement and
and Adjacent

Cotrilating of
Coastal .~,".s,

Pollution
Dou.la, 12

from

3.3 IOC/fAO/WHO/UNEP International Wo~kshop on Hacine Pollution in the Gulf of
Guinea and Adjecent Ar~.a, Abidjan, 2 _ 9 May 1978;

;.4 UNDP R~.idont R~pra.antativea/lnt"rsgency Meeting, Abidjan. lU _ 11 May 1978;

3.5 fAO/UNEP Studi.s on Legal Aepects of Marine Environment Protection in the Gulf
of Guinea and Adjscent C·aashl A,eaa, and on the Need for Control of Pollution
end Poeeible ~echa~isma tner~of;

3.6 UNEP Mission to tn~ West ~Fricen coaatal States to discusa the d,aft Action
Plan, December 1978 _ April 1979;

United Nations/Governments of
Possible Solution. to C~astal

fabruary 1979;

Benin and
E.ro~i"n in

Togo
Benin

Wo~kshop

and Toyo,
on C~uaea of

Lome, 29 Januery



,., U~ESCO ~o~kshop on Coastal
Lagoons and Estuarles On the

- , -

Ecos~stems

West Coast
~;th special ref8,ence to

of ~frics, Dakar, 11 - 15 June
Coastal
197~;

3.9 IMCO/UNEP survey of oil pollution problems of the region with particular
emphasis on pollution from shipping a~tivities;

UNIDO/UNEP
lEll1Cl_bssed

Survsy of
sources;

industrial pollution "'sune en.irm..ent from

J.II UN-DIESA!UNEP studies on coast.l develapmenc and management in West Africa;

3.12 UNE5CO!UNEP Survsy of input of pollutants through tive~s into the ooastal
wBters of West Utica;

3.1} Meeting of Legal Experts on a Regional Convention for the West ~frican Region,
Lome, 24 - 27 November 1960;

3.14 Second Meeting of Legal Experta on a Regional Convention for the west Af~icen

Region, Abidjan, I} _ 14 March 19B1.

4. The aotion plan is aimed at achiaoing the following,

4.1 Asse.~ent of the state of the envi~onment, inoluding aeeeesment of
developmant sotivitiea on envi~onmental quality, so .s to assist Gove~nments

to cope properly with environmental p"oolems, pa"ticularly those concerning
the marine environment and coastal areae, and to promote oceanog~ephic

~ese.rch;

Promot'0n, within the region, of methode for
socio_economic development activities that respect
make it po.sible to p"otect end use resources on a

the management of those
environmental quality and
sustainable ba5i5;

4.} Development of regional oFeements .and improvement of national legislation fD,
the protectioo and oevelopmenl of the ma,ine envi,onlOe"t and ~Dashl area. of
the region;

4.4 Establi.hment of inoUtutional ma~hinety and the financial arrangemant" needed
fer tho successful implemenlatio~ of the action plan.

5, For the purposes of the ~dion plan, the West end Central AfI:i~af1 Ragion is
defined in articles 1, 26 and 28 of th" Convention fo, Co_ope,ation in tho
Prote~tion and Development of the Marine and CoBstal Environment of the We"t and
Cent,al African Region. The geographic limitation of the ma~ine envi~onment and
coastel area to be ~oneidered aa part of tn_ region will be identified by th"
Gove,nments ooncerned on an ad hoc basia, depending on the type of activities to be
ca~ried out a_ pa,t of the a~tion plan.

6. All ~omponenta of thB action plan are interdependent. and
for ~ompre~ensive a~tion whic~ ehould contribute to bot~

continued dev"lopment of the r~gion. No component will be an
a~tivity ia intended to a~si6t the Govern~ents of the region
of the info~~atiDn on which environmentsl management policies

provide a framswork
the p~ote~tion and the
end in itself. Each
to improve the quality
are bued.

7. This specifi~ regional programme should
environmental proolems faced in Oommon b~

oontribute not only to rssclving
the States oonoernad, but ""oelld Bl,o



-, -

Countries, the United Nations Conference on the Law of the See, and the FAU Fishery
Ccomittee for tile Eastern Central Atlantio. In addition, full "Coount should he
taken of the polioies end interests of the States as e~pregeed In .8"10U8 regional
end .ubregicnal organizations. and in particular. in the ECA, OAO. and ECO~AS, as
well as at the ~inisterial Conferenoe of the West end Central Afrioan Customs and
Eoononic Union.

a. The aotion plan is to be implemented primarily through nationel and regional
institutions of the participating States by way of co-ordlneted nstional,
subregional and regional activities. To achieve this goal, sn intensive training
programoe Should be for~leted in the early phases of the implementation of the
action plan.

~. A general description of t~e varioue componenta of the action plen ie given 1n
the foiio~ing paragraphs.

II ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

10. Environmental assessment is one of the b~sio activitios that will underlie and
facilitate the imp13mentation of the ot~er components of t~e action olano

11. Priority ~ill be given to the determination of,

The present quality of the marine environment and adjacent coastal areas of the
West and tentrsl African Region aa ~ll as the factors currently affecting
.oosyst~s and having an impact on h~en nealt~ end ~ell_being;

The impsct of future trends on the marine environment and adjacent coastal
areae of the West and Central African Region.

12. Since the sasessment of the ~arine environment and adjacent cosstal areas must
be based on scientiFic InFormation, a oo_ordinated regIonal programme of basic and
applisd ,oaearch ehculd be dre~n up es a matter of urgency. It should be based on
the varicus pilot projects proposed by tne IOC/fAO~HO/UNEP lnterna~ional WOrkshOP
on Ms,ine Pollution in the Gulf of Guinea and Adjacant Areas (Abidjan. 2-9 May 1978)
and by the UNESCO Workshop on Ccastal Eoosystems, with special reference to Coastsl
Lagoons and Estuaries (Daksr, 11_15 June 1979), as weil aa on current and planned
naticnal and regional p,ogremaes.

I}. The fcllo~ing componenta are reoommended for inclusion in tne co_o,dinatad
environmental asaessment programma'

1}.1 SUrvey of nationsi capabilities and sctivities in tne rsgion, aa they rolate
to ~rine pollution and coaetal area deveiopment, specifically'

Preparation of directories
including man~e" ,esearcn
publicationa, etc;

of national
facilities,

institutional infraat,uctu,es,
equipment, information sources,

Survey of tMo present anO planned aocio_economic development activities that
mey have an impact on the quality of tMe marine and coastal envi,onmanta.
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l~ analytical teohniques for measuring pollutant concentrstionSi

In teQhniques ussd to aSSess
fishery. reSOUrCeS and marine

tho effe:ts of pollutanta
and coastsl ecosystemo;

human heslth,

In mothode of astanlishing environmental quality c,i"eria and waste discharge
regUlations ,

In technique" used for the maintenanQe and Qalibration of research equipment;

In methods for the analysis of ooastal lagoons, estuaries and mangroves.

13.3 Assessment of tha origin and magnitude of oil pollution In the region
lncludi~g:

Development and appiication of methods, inoluding intercalibration thereof,
that will provide comperabie data on the pollu,ion of coastai waters and
beaohas in the region by petroleum hydrooaroons;

Survey of sour~es discharging petroleum hydrooarbona lnto the coa8tal w3,ars,
rIvers and eetuanesi

Systematic observation of pollution by tar bells o~. a fe~ beachss sBlectsd as
referenoe points;

Visual ob.ervstions by ahlps and airoraft of oil slloks;

Eotablishment of a on-oparative network basad on coastal observation stetions
ana remote se~s;ng ,aohniquae to provide data on trende of marine·environment,
b8~ch and coaetal wet"r pollution by oil;

ConduDt cf ,egular surveya of Qil elioks in offshore wet-ers;

D"termination of small-scale patterns
influence the distribution of oil and

of coastal water
p'il~ting ·wastes.

ourrents tMt ..,
13.4 identification of the origin and· magnitude of suspended and

in rivere and. riverine geOJllorpholo~y as it affects coastline
dissolved matter
COllditions.

13.;' ld.ntificatio~ of the or.igin alld assessmant of the magnitude. of cllemical
residues from industry and agriculture, including,

The prior de,elopment of m8t~ods for the analysis of vaxious pollutants and
the intercalibration of these methods;

A detailed study of the origi~ .of these poll~tants

lsnd-Iooked countries likely to contribute to
environmant and adjacent coastal sreas;

conjunction
pollution of

with the
the marine

The determination
marlne organisms
~hain.

of iellels
and of

of aalected pollutants in commarcielly important
their effeote on those organisms and the trophiC

13.6 ldentifioation of the origin and aaaassment of the magnitudB of pollution from
domestic waatas, including,
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Monitoring of biological and miorobiological (sanitary)
racraational waters, snellfish_9tOwin9 wats,s and seafood;

quality

Initiation of epidemiological studies on the relationship between the sanitary
quality of coastal wate,s (including edible organisms) ·snd the incidence of
wat~r_born~ diseases.

13.7 Cartographic presentation of the souroae and concentration of
pollutants.

13.3 Studies In ooastal lagoono, ~atuarieB, related inland ~atara and ·~angrov.a;

Inventory of the main lagoons, estuariea, related inland wat~rs and mangrovea
along t~e west coaat of Africa)

Survey of the oharacteristios of rapraaentati.e lagoons, mangrovea, estuaries
end ral~t.n· inland waters, with "pacial referenca to the state of pollut~on.

14. The programmes listed in paragraph 13 are interdisciplinary and interrelated.
Therefore, ~~ile preparing the nper~tinnal 1etails of each programme, Governments
.Mould pay due attention to clo.e co_ordinetion among these ~ctivitie. in ocdec to
~void duplication and to ensure maximum utilization of the reeouccee of the "egion.

15. Tho national
pro,ide .eaietonce

institution.
in developing

de.i.gnatad by
tne operational

the Governme~ts oo~oe"ned

details of the p"og"em~e••
should

'16. Doou~ent3 describi~g the operetional det.ils of eacn programme aa ~all as the
role of the collaboreting nationel inatitutions, will be ,evie~ed by tne Cover~ments

before implementation.

17. The prio,ities to be assi~ned to the actiyitiea lieted in paragraph 13 will be
det&rmined on th& cegional l&vel by the Gove,nments conce,ned, taking into account
the present l~vel of dev~lop~ent in ehe r~gion and the preaaing need to provide
,eliable and compa,eble data on ~hioh ao~nd management decisions cen·test.

111 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

18. Continuous .ocio_eoo~omic development can best be acnieved on a
baala if en,iromlental conoiderations are taken into account. To
objectivea of the development and envi,onrnentel ~ana~ement ·co~pooent of
plan, the follo~i~g preparato,y aoti,Hie. should be CIldntaken,

sustai~able

achte,e tha
tile action

18.1 Strengtheni~g or expanding the rele,ant ongOing national, regional ar
intsrnationally_supparted deveiopment projects which demonstrate eound
environmental mBnagement practices, such aB the various projects of the United
Nations Development Pro~,amme, the Inte~national Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, the Food and AgriCUlture Organization of the United Nations, the
environmental "anitation actioiti.a of the World Heaith Organization, and the
aaaietance in industrial ~aste handlin~ provided through the United Nations
Indust~i~l Development O,genizetion;

IB.2 Regional .emina~/wo,kshop on ~oastal area development and management;
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lB.} Haglon.] workshop, including field training, on prOblems, and the control of,
ooastal ,""osion;

IS.4 Regional seninar/workohop on
asseSSMent of the inpect of
including cost_benefit analysis;

varlOU9 methodologies to
development aotivities on

be used for the
the environment

18.5 Regionsl course for the training of officiels in environmental sssessment and
in the reduction end control of coastal pollution;

IS.6 Regionsl symposium on the environnentally_eound nanagement of coastal lagoons,
sstuaries and mangrove ecosystems.

19. In view of the priorities and in anticipation of the needs of the reglon, to b.
defined by the Governments, the following co-operative progra~es may b. envisaged'

19 .1 Seminar., workshops O~ meetings to inform or
related to the sound management of the
development of coaslal a~eas;

make officials aware of proble~s

en,ironme~t, particularly in the

1s ,2 Training of tecnnical personnel as indicated in
SeOllnaro, symposia, "tc., so as to odng
de,elopments in rational environmental managoment

por"graph 13.2, including
them ab,eost with ourrent
practices;

19.3 Assistance to Go,ernment. in the establishment and strengthening of nationsl
co_o~dinst1ng structures snd mechanis~s to deal with en,ironmental affairs;

19 .4 Formulation of ragionally and lo~ally appli~eble guideline" end
management and cont~ol of indust~ial, agricultural and dornesti~

the development of ~rin~iples go,ern1ng ~he treatment of
inoluding applicable effluent standards;

standards for
w.stes thrcugh
such wastes,

19.5 D.velopment of contingoncy plans for deali~g ~ith po~lutio~ ernergen~les

har~ti,"e accldents, lnduGing - accidents during off_.ho.n eXPloration .nd
exploitation) in tho light of ocean currents, of the vulnerability of
e~osy.tems, .od of other coastel activities that may be .ff€ct€o; and taking
lnto eCCOUT'lt existing tecnnlcDl hcllitiee that oan be ueed to cops with
eT,ergencies;

~9.6 Co_operation
€.Jbregion witM

with Gove"nment" and epscieli~cd bodi••
a vle~ to reducing pollution in ports; '" region

19.7 Develop<nent of principles ano gUidebnes for the establishment of locel or
aubregional et.nderds for water quaiity in .coestel aquaoulture;

19.B Ioentlficetion of protected aquatio and
parks, ~etlsnos, nurge~iee ·and breading

hrrntrial
grounds;

areas, •• msrine

19.9 Orgonization of 0 co-operativ. research projact on non_polluting, alternotive
sOurces of e~ergy;

19.10 Appli~ation of measures to co~trol pollution by hydroca~bon" and,i~epection of
tankera prior to debell.ating.



I~ LEGAL CUMPONENT

20. Regional legal agreementa provide a fundamental basis for regional co_operation
to protect the marine environment and adjacent coastal areaa. Recognizing tha
importance of sound environmentai manage~ent, the Governments agree to the need to
adopt a Waat and Central Afrioan regicnal convention for co_operation In the
protection of the marine environment from pollution. Such a convention .hould be
supplemented by protocols .mich aet forth detailed obligations, Le. for the
oontrol of pollution from a speoifio source, such aa land_based pollution, pollution
from exploration and exploitation of the s.abed, and in combating pollution in ca.es
of emergenc~, ea well aa for the co_ordination of programme. on enviro~ental

studies.

Zl. As support massur.a for the rogional convention, the following activitiea
.lIould be undertaken:

21.1 Maintenanca of an up-to-date oompilation of nationsl lawa of all State.
concerned relevant to the protection of the marIne environment;

21.Z ~pon request, technical assistanoe and advice on drafting appropriate national
legislation for the effective impl~me~caticn cf the regional convention and
uther ralevant inlernationai agreements.

22. laking account of the ~eed to give speciel prctect.i.on to tile regio" agai"st
pollution from shipe through ~ormal operations or du~ping aotiv.i.c.i.e~, an appeal i~

made to Governments to strength~n the measures for the proteotion of the region by
ratlfication and iroplementation of int~~national oonventions adopted for this
purpose, par~ioularly:

22.1 1954 Inte~national Convention For the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by
Uil, end ita amendroents;

ZZ.2 1969 International Gonvention on Civil liability for Oil Poliution Oamage;

22.3 1971 Internaticnal Convention on the Establishment of an lnte~natiooal Fund
fo~ C~~pe~8ation of Oil Pollution Damage;

22.4 1972 Convention on Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Waate. and
Other Matter;

2Z.; 1973 International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Shipa os
modified by Protoool of 1978.

v INSTITUTIONAL AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

2J. In carrying cut the action plan, the nationel capabilities available in the
region and the capabilities of existing regional and i~ter~ational organi~ations and
co_ordinating bodies ahould be used tc the greatest poasible extent.

TL. " "_. ,."_
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projects in their initiel phese, esslstance of expe,ts from outside the ,eQion may
be requested.

25. To ensure the harmonious and integrated evolution of each of the components, a
centrel co~ordinetion unit ahould be established to oversee the implementation of
the action plan. This unit should rely, es·muoh as possible, on assistsnce from
existing international, regional and national o,ganizations and co_o,dinating
bBdies. National focal pOints will need to be designatad by each Government ao as
to facilitate the woek of, and communication With, the ·centeal co_ordination unit,
and to co_ordinate. the aotivitias of an interdisciplinary progrenme On the nationsl
level.

26. The aotivities agreed upon as part of ·the implementation of the action plan
should be pIinoipally finanoed by contrlbutions from Govarnments, international
o~&ni~ations, and non_gG,.rnmental organizations. Initially, aupport should be
provided by ths llniud Nations system on the assumpti@ that this financial
contribution will progreseively dacrease as the Govetnments thems.lves assums
financial reeponsibility fOI tho programme.

Z7. The ul blOate alm ahould be to make the p~opoBed regional
aelf_supporting, not only by de,.loping institutional capabilities to
requited taeKs, but also by supporting training, provision of equipment
forms of assistanoe. from within ths ·region.

VI 5UPPORTI~G MEASURES

programms
perform ths
and othe,

26. As support fo, t~. sctivitiss of ths regionai ~~_oparativ~. p,ogramme, intensive
training progr...me" snould be formu~ated for the personnel from tne region. These
programmes enouid be carrisd out throygh existing nationac, "egiana~ Dr
international inst1tutions reedy to offer their facilities.

29. MaIine and coastal area environmental p"otection and enhancement cannot be
.~hie,ed without the Full euoport and oo_ope,ation of all those ~on~erneo.

Therefore, adequat. resOurcee shouid be devoted to systematie and ,egula, cempsigns
eimod at incr.asing pUblio awarenesS of environmental issues in the reg~on, as by
the inclusion ~f .nvironmentai con~epts ~n school ~urIicula and by oringing
environmentai queetions to the atte~tion of the publiC.
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THE CONFERENCE,

- 10 -

INSTITUTIONAL ARRAN~EM[NTS

HAVING AtiDPTEO the Convention for Co-operation in the Protection and
Develoo~ant of the ~arine and Coastal Environment of the West and Central Afri~an
Region and the Protocol concerning CO_operation in Co~bating 'Poliution in Casea of
Emergency, instrlJllents respectively referred to as "the Convention" and "the
ProtoMl";

HAVING
Environ~ent

hereinafter

ADOPTED the A~tion Plan for the Prote~tion and
end" the Coastal Areas of tha West and

referred to as "tM Action Plan";

Development of the Marine
Central Afri~8n Region,

NOTING the statement of the E.ecuti"e Director of the United ~ationa

Environment Programme (UNEP), according to which etatem.nt UNEP is ~illing to
,.ccept the designation as the organization to be the seoretariat of the Con"ention
and Protocol and to enSure the co_crdination of the i~plementaticn of the Action
Plan;

1. CALLS UPON tho E~eoutive Oinotor of UNEP, in oonsultation with the Governments
of the Region, and in cloee co_operation with relavant United Netions bodies, to
make suoh orrange~ents es requirea in order to aohieve tho objootive of the
Convention, the Protoool and the Aotion Plan;

2. ALSO CALLS UPON the Govern~ents, to establish, with the essistsnoe of UNEP, upon
entry into force of the Convention, a Reg10nal Co_ordinating Unit, in order to
feoilitate the' technicsl imple~entetion of the Convention, the Protocol and the
Action Plan, a 'uhit whion shall be plaoed under the authority of UNEP and the
~ocQtion of which sh.ll be determined by the Contraoting Parties to the Con"ention.

3. REQUESTS the E~eouti"e Dhector of UNEP to convene, in early 1~83, the next
inte<go"ernmen~a-.1 mooting of the Stales id~"lified in article I of th~ Conventien in
order to review the progress acnie"ed in the implementation cf the Convention, the
Protocol and the Ac~ion Plan and to adopt the work plan end budget for the 1964-1965
biennilJoll.

4. DECIDES tnat, in the period in bet~een this Conference and the intergovernmental
meeting referred to above, a Steering COGmitta. for Marine EnVironment, composed of
the representatives of Angola, Cengo, ~abon, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Nigeria and
Senegal, shall J~ovide UNEP with the neoeesary polioy guidanoe on al.1 suoetantlve
and finanoial mattars relat.d to the imple~antation of the Convention, the Protoool
and the Aotion Plan, taking into aocount the resolutions of thie Confe~ence. The
meetinge of th~ Stee~ing Committee should be p~esided over by the ~epre"entativ. of
tha Ivory Coast and shoGld be con".ned by UNEP.

5. DECIDES that no State can rema~n a member of the Stearing Committee unless it

elgns the Convention and the Protoool befor. 23 June .19BI and unless it attend.
regularly all the meetings of the Steering Committee. A State which does not fulfIl
these reqUirements ~ill be replaoed as a member of the Steering Committee by another
State from the sa~e geographical subr9gion, eeleoted by the Steering Committee.
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-

DECIDES that tile R~gion.l Trust fund " financed ,,, eo. initial t"o~year

period (1982-1983) py proportional ~onttibutions from States identified in arti.cle 1
of the Convention and assessed ~5 follows:

1982 1983,
I "' '"',

! Angola :l.72 " W" " 800

Benin 3.72 " '"0 " '"'
Cape Verde '.7Z 37 200 " am

Congo 3.72 " '"0 " '"'
Equatori"l Guinea l,7Z " '"" ;~ 800

~'" 4.~4 "' '"0 '" run

Ga;nbi.a 3.72 " '"' ;; ,eo

Ghana 6.16 61 600 92 400

Guinea 3.72 " ,eo es ,eo

Guinea_Bissau 3.72 37 ZOO " '"'
Ivory C<>.st 6. 1" " ,eo sa '"0
Liberia 3.72 vr '"' ;; I"'

Hau,itania 3.72 " W" ;; "".
Nigeda 22.01 "" WO 330 150

Sao Torno and P,~ncip. '.n vt '"0 ;; ""'
Sene~al 3.72 vt '"' 55 800

Sierra Leone 3.72 37 200 55 800

logo 3.72 st zuu 55 suo

CameroM }.7Z " ,eo 55 800

Z~he 4.94 49 400 74 100

TOTAL lOQ.Ol 1 GOO 100 I 500 150

,. URGES the St.t~a to pay their oontributions to th~ Trust fund in equsl qy~rterly

instalments . • torl".;nn hnm 1 _l~n,",rv lq~"
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5. REGIllESTS
administering

the Executive Oirector
the Regional Trust Fund; "' UNEP '" asa"",. ,esponsibility

6. CALLS upon the Executive Director;

To increase the contributions from the Environment fund referred to in
paragraph 1 of,thie resolution,

To saaren for additional financial ,aaOur~ea whl~h may be available for the
implementation of the Action Plan. in particular thoae from UNOP earmarked
Far regional activitiea.

RI~HT OF HOT PURSUIT

THE CONFERENCE,

MINDfUL of the Convention ror ~o_ooe""t;on

the Marine and Coe.t31 [nviro~ent of the
her.inafhr r'-fs,red to as "the Convention" 1

in the PTotectiah and Development of
West and (antr"l Mrioan Region,

MI~DFUL ALSO of <he Protocol Don~erning Co_operation in Cambating Pollution ,n
Cases of EmergencYl

REC~~ING the provisions of article ~ of the Convention~

NOTING the diffioultiee thet State~ might enoounter in connection with the
~pplication of the ~aid Ccnvention and th& Action Planl

RECUHHENDS cc_cperation b&tween State~ which are Parties to the Convention, in
combating marine pollution by .Mips, con~idering in partioular granting the r"ght of
hct pu,SUlt i~ all water~ wit~in the gecg,aphical ~cope of the Ccnv.~tio~, i~

reapact of va••al. oaught in tne act of pcllyting in ~ate,s f.lling undar <h.i,
jurisdiction.



____ . '.~,m ~,"-_~. ".' .'.C"·'

(1.5)

PUBLICATIONS IN THE UNEP RECIONAL SEAS REPORTS AND STUDIES SERIES

No. 1 U~EI', i',~hievement5 and planned
Prugramme mId oomparable programm.,,,

development
"ponsored by

of UNEP's Rsgionsl
other bodies. (1982)

Scas

No. 2 UNIDO/UNEP:
and Central

Survey of marine pollutants
African region. (1982)

frDm industrial souroes in the West

No. 3 UNl':5l:lJ/UNfP, River inputs to the West end Central
environment. (19112)

African marine

No. 1\ IMCO/UNEP, The status of oil pollution and oil pollution con:trol in the
West and Central African region. (1982)

No . .5 IAEA/UNEP, Survey of tar, oil, chlorinated
pollution in coastal waters of the Sultanate

hydrocorbon" ond
of illlan. (1982)

hace metal

No.6

No.7

No. 8

No. 9

UN/UNESCO/UNEP, MarinB and coastal area development in the last African
region. (1982)

UNIDO/UNEP, Industrial sources of marine and ooastal pollution in the East
African region. (1982)

fAO/UNEP, ~larine pollution in the Ee"t African 'Egion. (1902)

WHO/UNEP, Public heelth p,oblems i~ the coastal zone of the last African
region. (19112)

No. 10 IMO/UNEP, Oil po.llution control in the East African region. (1982)

No. II IUCNjUNEP, Conaervation of ooo"tal
resources of the East Africsn re'lion.

and marine
(1982)

ecosystems living

No. 12 UNEP, Environmental problems of the E~st African region. {l982)

No. 13 UNEP, Pollution snd the merine environment in the Indian D~ean. (1982)

No. 14 UNEP/CEPAL, Development and Envi~onment in the Wider Caribbean regiOn! A
Synthed". (1982)

No. 15 UNEP, Guidelines and principles for the p,epsration and impl~mefllalio~ of
comprehensive act jon plan~ fo~ the protection and developme~t of ma,;~e and
ooastal areas of regional oeao. (19112)

No. 16 GESAMP: The health of the oceans. (1982)

No. 17 UNEP, Regional Soes Progrellll1c, Lagiolative authority. (1985)
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No, 19 Rev. 2. UNEP, UNEP Oceans PI"ogI"amme, Compendium of projects. (1985)

No, 20 epPS/UNEP, Action Plan for the I'.rotect!on or lhe madne envimmlenl Bnd
coastal a.reas of the South_fast PAcific. (1983)

No. 21 CPPS/UNEP, SouMes, levels and cffccta of marine pcllution in the
South_East Pacific. (1983) (In Spanish cnly)

No. 22 Rev. 2. UNEP, Regionsl Seas Progumme in Latin
Caribbean. (1985)

Amedca Wider

No. 23 f AO/UNESCO/IOC/WHO/WMO/IAE A/UNEP, Co-ord insted
Mnnitoring Hnd ReseHch Programme (MED POL)
Deaoription. (1983)

Medi te.rranean
Phase I,

Pollul:lon
Programme

No. 24 UNEP, Action Plan fo.r the protection and development of the madne snd
cosstal AreaS of the East Asian .region·, (1983)

No. 25 UNEP, MaI"ine pollution. (1983)

No. 26 UNEP, Action Plan for the Caribbean environment prog.ramme. (1983)

No. 27 UNEP, Action Plan for
enviro.... "nl and coaatal
(1983)

tha protection
areaa of the

'0'
West

development
and ·Central

of the
African

mudne
region.

No. 28 UNEP, Long_term programma for pollution mon·itoI"ing and reasarch in the
Msdite,:runean (MED poL) _ Phase II. (1983)

No. 29 SPC/SPEC/ESCA.P!UNEP, Action Pisn for managing the natural .reaou.rCC8 and
environment of the South Pscific I"egion. (1983)

No. 30 UNOIESA./UNEP, OceAn p.np.~gy potential of the West and CentI"al African
region. (1983)

No. 31 A.. L. DAHL and I. L. BAUMGART, The state of ths envi.ronment in the South
Pacific. (1983)

No. 32 UNEP/ECE/UNIDO/fAO/UNESCO/WHO/IAEA, Pollutants fmm lend-based sOUrces in
the Meditenaneun. (1984)

No. 33 UNDIESAjUNEP, Onshore impact of offshoI"e oil and natu~ol gaa development in
the Weat end CenhaI African rsgion. (l9B4)

No. 34 lJNfP, Action Plan fm the protection of the ~Ieditenanean. (19B4)

No. 35 UNEP, Action Plan for the protection of the
cOlIslal lI.rea8 of Bahrain, Irsn, Iraq, Kuwait,

marine environment and the
Oman, Qatar, Saudi AI"abia And



(17)

No. 36 UNEPf[CLAC, The state of marine pollution in the Wider Caribbean region.
(1984)

No. 37 UNDltSA/UNEP, Environmental managemsnt problems in reSOUrCe
survey of resources in the West and Central Africsn region.

utilization
(1984)

No. 38 FAO/UNtP, Legel aspects of protecting and msnaging the marine and coastal
environment or the E"st Afric"n region. (1983)

No. 39 IUCN!UNEP, Marine and ooastal consarvation in the East African regio".
(1984)

No. 40 SPC/SPEC/ESCAP/lJNEP, RAdin<!oUvHy in the South Pacific:. (1984)

No. 41 UNEP, Sooio-economic activities that may have an impsct on the marine and
coastal environment of the ·E"st African region. (1984)

No. 42 GESAMP, Principles for developing coastal weter quality criteris. (1984)

No. 43 CPPS/UNEP,
Pacific in

Contingency plan
caaea of emergen~y.

to cOIIIb"L
(1984)

oil pollution the Sout,h_East

No. 44 IMO/ROPME/UNEP, Combating oil pollution in the Kuweit Action Plan region.
(1984 )

No. 45 GESAMP, Thermal dischargea in the marine environment. (1984)

No. 46 UN[r, The m,,<"ine and coastal environment of the West and C"lltr"l African
region and its state of pollution. (1984)

No. 47 UNEP, Prospects for global ocaan pollution nlO')Uoring. (1984)

No. 48 SPC/SPEC/ESCAP/UNEP, Hazardous waste storage and di~r>n~al in the South
Pa~ific. (1984)

No. 4B/Appendices SPC/SPEC/E5CAPjUNEP,
disposal in the South Pacific. (1984)

Hazardous W~5t" storage

No. 49 FAO/UNEP, Legal aapects of protecting
environment of the East African region;

and managing the marine and
National R~~ol't8. (1984)

coastal

No. ~U IUCN/UNEP, Marine and coastal conservation in the Esst African region,
Nationo1 Reporta. (1984)

No. 51 UNEP, Sncio-economic activities that may have an .impa~t on the ma~ine Rnd
coastal environment of the East Afri~an region, NatiDnal Reports. (1984)

No. 52 UNEP, Arab co_operation fOl' the protection ~nd development of the marine
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No'. 53 UNE?, UNE? RegionAl S",Al' Progr.....'" thi'> Eastern Africen Experience. (1984)

No. 54 UNIDO!UNE?, Continge,--my planning for emergencies associated with industriel
installations in the West and Central African region. (1985)

No. 55 FAO!UNEP, Marine mammals' global plan nf anUnn. (1985)

No. 55!Annex
(1985)

FAO!IUCN!IWC!UNE?, Marine m"""'als, global plen of action.

No. 56 GESAMP, Cadmium, lead and Un in the marine environment. (1985)

No. 57 IMO!UNEP: Oil spills and shoreline clean_up on the coasts of the Eastern
African region. (1985)

No. 58 UNEP: Co_npe~ative programmes sponsored by UNE? for th., pmteDtion of the
marin .. and cDastal environment in the wider Indian Ocean r~gion. (1985)

No_ 59 UNEP, Environmentol problems of the marine and coastal area of India'
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