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GEFGEF--Russian Federation PartnershipRussian Federation Partnership
on Sustainable Environmental Management on Sustainable Environmental Management 

in the Arctic under a Rapidly Changing Climate in the Arctic under a Rapidly Changing Climate 
(Arctic Agenda 2020)(Arctic Agenda 2020)

The Program was approved The Program was approved The Program was approved The Program was approved 
by the GEF Council in by the GEF Council in by the GEF Council in by the GEF Council in 
November 2011November 2011November 2011November 2011

SAOs welcomed the establishment of
the Strategic Action Program for the
Protection of the Russian Arctic
Environment and proposals for its
implementation, and called on interested
parties, including Arctic States, to
participate in preparing and
implementing the Program.

SAOs’ decision at the meeting in Torshavn

Main features of the Arctic Agenda 2020 Program

• climate change mitigation

•biodiversity

• international waters

Multi-purpose character 
(3 GEF Focal Areas)

• UNEP (coordinator)

• UNDP EBRD WB

4 GEF Agencies 
participation

• Ministry of Economic Development

• Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology

2 Russian Executing 
Agencies

Many interested parties 
participation

Partnership  

1.1.
• Improvement of environmental governance and knowledge management 

for SAP-Arctic Implementation (UNEP; MED; MNRE).

2. 2. 
• Financial mechanisms of environmental rehabilitation in the Russian 

Arctic (WB; MED).

3.3.
• Conserving Biodiversity in a Changing Arctic (UNEP; MNRE).

4. 4. 
• Integrated River Basin Management for major Arctic rivers to achieve 

comprehensive benefits (UNEP; MNRE).

5.5.
• Integrated adaptive management of the West Bering Sea Large Marine 

Ecosystem in a Changing Climate (UNDP; MNRE).

6. 6. 
• Targeted support for energy-efficiency and renewable energy in the 

Russian Arctic (EBRR; MED).

Projects under the Arctic Agenda 2020 

Program framework

Pre-Investment Studies in Russian 

Arctic

Main objectives of the project # 1 

(“Governance”)

11

• Foundational support addressing terrestrial and coastal ecosystem 
degradation in the Arctic Zone of the Russian Federation (AZRF) taking into 
account climate risks;

22
• Development and application of integrated coastal management (ICM);

33

• Mainstreaming participatory approach with indigenous communities into 
decision-making processes on biodiversity conservation and sustainable use 
into socio-economic development in the Russian Arctic;

44
• Technology needs assessment and technology transfer pilots simultaneously 

reducing GHG and SLCFs;

55
• Knowledge management, monitoring and evaluation.

Pre-Investment Studies in Russian 

Arctic
11

• Legislative and institutional support to eliminate past environmental 
legacy in the Arctic Zone of the Russian Federation (AZRF)

22

• Support for development and implementation of regional strategies, 
programs and projects on adaptation of socio-economic development in 
AZRF to climate change

33
• Establishment and approbation of the Arctic Environment Fund (AEF)

44

• Development of public-private partnership and other financial 
mechanisms to address environmental rehabilitation in “hot spots” of 
AZRF

55
• Rehabilitation of places of past environmental legacy and introduction of 

environmentally sound technologies

Main objectives of the project # 2 

(“Financial mechanisms”)
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Pre-Investment Studies in Russian 

Arctic

Main objectives of the project # 3 

(“Biodiversity”)

11

• Improving the design and management effectiveness of the 
Protected Areas Network in selected model regions of the 
Russian Arctic, responding to changing climate conditions

22

• Improving Biodiversity conservation and sustainable uses of 
wildlife in the Russian Arctic

33

• Mainstreaming  biodiversity conservation priorities in policy 
and decision making processes at all levels of society

Pre-Investment Studies in Russian 

Arctic

11

• Assessment of climate change impact on runoff, ice regime, 
and permafrost melt in major basins of Siberian Arctic rivers 
and circulation of the Arctic Ocean and adjacent seas

22
• Conceptualizing and coordinating IWRM process and 

strategies for targeted Siberian Arctic River Basins

33
• Pilot implementation of IRBM/IWRM for Lena and Pasvik

river basins

Main objectives of project # 4 (“River basins”)

Main objectives of project # 5 
(West Bering Sea LME)

11

• State of the WBS LME within the framework of the 5 LME 
modules of productivity, fish and fisheries, pollution and 
ecosystem health, socioeconomics, and governance

22

• National and regional, sustainable and integrated 
ecosystem-based management of the WBS LME and its 
coastal zone in a changing climate

33
• Targeted demonstration projects

Main objectives of project # 6 (“Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy”)

11

• Market and pipeline development to support 
investment and replication

22
• Financing Facilitation

33

• Legislation, restructuring and governance 
support to municipalities and service companies

Climate 
change, 

including SLCF
Biodiversity Contamination

Sustainable 
development

New financial 
mechanisms

Participation 
of indigenous 

peoples

Correlation of the Arctic Agenda 2020 

Program with the Arctic Council activity
� recommendation to the Arctic Council working 

groups to consider cooperation with projects 

under the “Arctic Agenda 2020” 

� invitation member countries of the Arctic Council, 

Working Groups and all interested parties 
represented in the Arctic Council participate in 

developing and further implementation of the 
“Arctic Agenda 2020”

Issues for SAO discussion 


