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Outline

• Eastern Tropical Pacific Seascape region: context

• IUU problem from two perspectives: 

– Small vs Large scale vessels.

• Detection vs judicial/administrative response

– Weak/absent regulations Example 1

– Limited capabilities + technology Example 2

– Weak evidence and intelligence (INFO!) Example 3
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IUU is a multi dimensional problem
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IUU in the ETPS

• Coastal vs oceanic

• Small-scale vs semi industrial, industrial
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Captured  in January 2008
Fined with US$668,427.81

Oceanic, large-scale





Cocos Nat Park: 1997 km2 NTZ (100%)
Seamounts MMA:

6144 km2 Regulated fishing (64%)
2720 km2  + 724 km2 = 3444 Km2 NTZ (36%)



2004-2009

• 940 miles of illegal 
longline
• 48,552 hooks
• 459 sharks







What happens when detected / caught?

Example 1. National regulations



Example 2. Technology: radar Installation in Cocos Island

Partners: Forever Costa Rica, Oceans Five, MINAE, SINAC, ACMIC,MOPT, SNG, ICE, CNFL



Example 3. Evidence and the value of information sharing





• IUU occurrence 
– Proximate causes: lack of enforcement, fines, etc. 

– Ultimate causes: money and food.

• Find common interest
– Across agencies.

– Across sectors.

• Develop broad security objective
– e.g., SOLAS; National, Environmental & Food securities. 

• Understand the legal system
– e.g., PSMA, VMS.

– Small vs Large scales.

Final thoughts


