Installation of the MailMan mailling list application
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International Waters: LEARN is an innovative inter-institutional partnership to build a Web-based 'knowledge community' among transboundary waters projects. Its purpose is to expand knowledge-sharing so that people who live in and manage transboundary water systems can better learn from and teach each other.” See http://www.iwlearn.org for details.
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Installation

Mailman is available in an RPM package from the Red Hat Rawhide RPM channel. The URL used in our case was

ftp://ftp.mirror.ac.uk/sites/ftp.redhat.com/pub/redhat/linux/rawhide/i386/RedHat/RPMS/
and the package name 

mailman-2.0.8-1.i386.rpm

To install, we run the command

# rpm -Uvh mailman-2.0.8-1.i386.rpm

Post-installation procedure

Once installaed, the administrator must set the administrative password. This can be done with:

# /var/mailman/bin/mmsitepass

Then, edit /var/mailman/Mailman/mm_cfg.py to customize mailman's configuration. There are only two variables to set.

DEFAULT_HOST_NAME = 'www.yourdomain.org’

DEFAULT_URL       = 'http://www.yourdomain.org/mailman/'

Mailman requires sendmail to be installed on the system and running.

Configuring Apache for Mailman

The following lines should be added to the httpd.conf configuration file of Apache.

ScriptAlias /mailman/ /var/mailman/cgi-bin/

Alias /pipermail/ /var/mailman/archives/public/

Options +FollowSymlinks

Then, restart the WWW server with 

# /etc/init.d/httpd restart

Creating a new mailling list

To create a new list, you have to do it from the shell by running the newlist command.

The following example creates a mailling list called list-test, sends an e-mail with instructions to the administrator john@hellug.gr and sets the password to mypassword.
# /var/mailman/bin/newlist -o /etc/aliases list-test john@hellug.gr mypassword

-o /etc/aliases
append the new list commands to /etc/aliases

list-test

the name of the new list

john@hellug.gr
the e-mail of the list administrator (receives the initial e-mail)

mypassword

the password of this mailling list

Then, you will receive an e-mail  at the abovc e-mail address with further instructions. All subsequent administrative work can be done from the WWW interface.

WWW administration of Mailman

Using the password set in the post-installation procedure, you can administer Mailman by connecting to the following URL.

http://www.yourdomain.org/mailman/admin/
