Installation of MyODBC for MySQL on Linux
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International Waters: LEARN is an innovative inter-institutional partnership to build a Web-based 'knowledge community' among transboundary waters projects. Its purpose is to expand knowledge-sharing so that people who live in and manage transboundary water systems can better learn from and teach each other.” See http://www.iwlearn.org for details.
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Short instructions:

a.) Install unixODBC RPM (from RH7.1 CD or from

ftp://ftp.mirror.ac.uk/sites/ftp.redhat.com/pub/redhat/linux/7.1/en/os/i386/RedHat/RPMS/
b.) Install myODBC RPM (from mysql WWW site, at

http://www.mysql.com/downloads/api-myodbc.html
c.) Replaced the contents of /etc/odbcinst.ini to the following

===

[MySQL]

Description
= ODBC for MySQL

Driver
= /usr/local/lib/libmyodbc.so

Setup
= /usr/lib/libodbcmyS.so.1

FileUsage
= 1

===

Then use the following command to to activate the mySQL ODBC driver (we do only once).

# odbcint -i -d -f /etc/odbcinst.ini

The FileUsage variable is increased by one every time we run the above command.

This file is per ODBC driver. The following is per Database.

d.) Put the following in /etc/odbc.ini

===

[MySQL-test]

Description

= MySQL test database

Trace


= Off

TraceFile

= stderr

Driver

= MySQL

SERVER

= your mySQL Server’s IP address here

USER

= test

PASSWORD

= put your MYSQL password here

PORT

= 3306

DATABASE

= test

===

Once the file is filled in, you run the command
# odbcinst -i -s -f /etc/odbc.ini

You run this per database. So if you have additional databases, add a simialr record for each in /etc/odcb.ini
e.) Test accessing it using the command line testing tool called isql (provided with unixODBC

To test, use 

  # isql -v MySQL-test test

where 


-v: 

verbose (very usefull)


MySQL-test: 

the text in brackets from /etc/odbc.ini, as shown above)


test: 

the name of the database.

Once you connect you can run commands like

SELECT * FROM NAMES      (assuming NAMES is a table)

help NAMES

 (ditto, does a SELECT * FROM NAMES)

If you get password errors connecting...

That is, (and this looks as a strange feature of MySQL), you can have a different password for "root" depending whether s/he connects from localhost, 192.168.0.0/24 or from another place. Setup in all places to use the password you gave me.

