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André Share
Chief Director:  Marine Resource Management

· Good afternoon, on behalf of the SA government allow me once to once again welcome the distinguished guests, Ministers (Namibia, Egypt, Romania & Georgia) who took the time to attend this very important conference.

· My name is André Share, responsible for managing South Africa’s marine resources in my capacity as CD: Marine Resource Management in the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism.
· Allow me to apologise on behalf of SA’s Deputy Minister, who so much wanted to be here today.  She is however here in spirit and graced us with her presence at the opening of the Environmental Information and Knowledge Centre at the Cape Peninsula University of Technology, GEF funded initiative last night.

· As you are aware we have been building our country at the advent of the democratic government and Deputy Minister has the responsibility of burying the remains of people very close to her, who have been involved in the struggle against apartheid, whose remains have only been returned to SA now.  This is part of bringing closure to a chapter in our history and part of the reconciliation process. 

·  There is no doubt that the Deputy Minister is dedicated and extremely passionate when it comes to environmental issues, especially where it impacts on communities.  She is a proponent for promoting the integral link between the environment and the communities.
· As Vice Chair of the Work Programme 2004-2007 of the Nairobi Convention, she has made a tremendous contribution to the GEF Funded WIOLAB Project.
· Since 1997, Minister Mabudafhasi has been the Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of the Mvula Trust, the largest water sanitation NGO in SA.
· Additionally she co-chairs the UN Network of Women Ministers for the Environment with Lena Sommestad, the Swedish Minister for the Environment.

· She has been the Champion of the African Process for the Development and Protection of the marine and Coastal Environment in Sub-Saharan Africa, also funded by the GEF, which led to the Partnership Conference at the margins of WSSD.

· Again, we are indeed elated to have hosted this 4th Biennual GEF International Waters Conference, the first International Waters Conference on African soil and in particular in South Africa.  Incidentally this conference follows the successful GEF 3rd Assembly hosted in South Africa.  

- 
When delegates attend a conference everyone has their own expectations.
- 
In her introductory remarks at the start of the conference, the Programme Director highlighted the objective of the Conference: 

· Knowledge sharing with the participants from the different regions of the world
· Collaboration between participating governments

· Highlight crucial international waters challenges
· Celebrating achievements

· Highlight successful scientific and technical tools & partnerships

· Share and highlight the role of marine and coastal resources in contributing towards addressing socio-economic challenges viz, food security, poverty, socio-economic impact
· What was encouraging was the fact that the conference took on a new format, more interactive and participatory.

· This approach saw the conference move away from the conventional “listening to experts” and afforded participants to share the lessons learnt and best practices from their own regional transboundary projects. 
· From what I gauge it has been a refreshing, rich and rewarding experience for delegates.
· GEF has funded over 80 International Waters Projects – 27 in Africa. 
· Whilst it is a significant number of supported programmes, it is important that platforms such as these will demonstrate and identify the desire for more support on the transboundary waters challenges across the continent. 
· African countries are already working together to combat pollution, manage fisheries, protect coastal ecosystems- which include aquifers flowing into the sea – and to improve livelihoods and the quality of life for all.

· We have heard that a session on Celebration of African Achievements on the opening day highlighted results of successful cooperation among countries in the Senegal River Basin in West Africa, in groundwater management in the Iullemeden Aquifer, in coastal and marine management in East Africa and with Indian Ocean states, as well as in two GEF funded projects of particular importance to South Africa, the GloBallast programme addressing the introduction of invasive alien species through the ballast water of ships moving through the region, including a demonstration site here in the Western Cape.

· Of course I cannot fail to mention the groundbreaking successful Benguela Current LME project, which is of great significance to South Africa as it  embodies the spirit of collaboration, knowledge and experience sharing between SA, Namibia and Angola.
· The BCLME has proven to be so successful that we are now beginning to develop a similar GEF project, the Agulhas – Somali Current Large Marine Eco system, on the east coast of Africa. The lessons learnt and best practice emanating from the BCLME will prove to be invaluable in initiating this pivotal project. 
· SA has already begun to implement the ecosystem approach to fisheries management, fully recognizing the social and economic considerations. 
· Globally we are already experiencing massive environmental challenges in particular climate variability and change as increased pressure on our water resource systems, which means more frequent and more intense floods and droughts – changes in ocean temperatures, affecting agriculture & fisheries, water supply and sanitation,  livelihoods and food security.
· In South Africa and as you have no doubt been learning this week in discussion on these issues in every region of the world, we know that we cannot begin to solve these problems without cooperation and what we are finding here in South Africa and within the SADC region is that water is a resource that unites rather than divides us: water is life, and sharing the benefits of cooperation in managing our natural resources in a sustainable manner is our future. 

· As individual countries we cannot begin to address these challenges, we need to collaborate, co-operate and invest at a regional and global level.

· Traditionally we have always associated the ocean as being plentiful, with infinite resources but today we fully realize that the situation has changed dramatically and only we have the power to turn the situation around as we ensure that our oceans are protected and sustained for future generations. Today our oceans are oceans of hope as we strive to meet the needs of all and not the greed of some. 
· Those who are leaving – bon voyage and those staying behind, hope they have the time to enjoy the beauty of Cape Town and South Africa.
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