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Statement for the GEF Fourth International Waters Conference, 29 July – 3 August, 2007
On behalf of GESAMP - The Joint Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection - and its Sponsoring Organizations, I would like to take this opportunity to inform you briefly about the status of GESAMP.  GESAMP advises the United Nations system since 1969 on the scientific aspects of marine environmental protection and is presently sponsored by UN, UNEP, UNIDO, UNESCO-IOC, WMO, IAEA, FAO and IMO.  GESAMP’s current mission is to “provide authoritative, independent, interdisciplinary scientific advice to organizations and Governments to support the protection of and sustainable use of the marine environment.”
After a thorough overhaul of its organization and methods, and with support from the Swedish Government, GESAMP is now actively expanding its activities, networks and partnerships.  In May 2007, GESAMP convened for its 34th session in Paris.  During this meeting, four new Working Groups were formed, while the three existing ones remain active.  The meeting also included a one-day workshop to explore themes of mutual interest between GESAMP and organizations at the regional level, which was attended by 19 regional organizations, LME programmes and fisheries bodies.
GESAMP is also developing a new website, www.gesamp.org, where you can download all GESAMP reports and studies and keep track of the forthcoming publications and events.  The website includes a Pool of Experts where potential GESAMP experts can submit their CVs.  The Pool is open for nominations as well as self-registrations through the online form.  If you would like to know more about GESAMP please visit the website or contact the Administrative Secretariat of GESAMP in IMO at gesamp@gesamp.org. 
Thank you for kind your attention.
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