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River flow – meters/sec;
even the largest rivers are 
renewed in a couple of 
weeks

Groundwater moves much, much 
slower than river water

Groundwater – millimeter 
to meter/year;
months to thousands of 
years old



Can we taste the age of water from 
Europe, Africa and Australia?

Vienna

Kufra

Alice Springs



What does it mean if groundwater is old?:



If groundwater is old, the reservoir or 
aquifer is not being refilled!!
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