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After welcoming the participants, Mr Puri and Mr Merla introduced the issue and the expected outcomes of the session. Mr Puri presented some facts about the relevance g groundwater resources in the world and the global aquifer distribution. He stressed the importance of the lessons-learned from TDA process and to look into the global environmental gains of integrating groundwater in the GEF IW projects portfolio and through the GEF focal areas.
Mr Merla highlighted the success of the groundwater GEF IW portfolio and gave some examples of such projects in two regions were priority has been given to transboundary aquifers management: Northern Africa and South America. 
In this session, five on-going projects on groundwater management were presented. The main key issues, achievements and outcomes of these projects are summarized below:

1. Guarani Aquifer, by Luis Amore & Jorge Rucks
- quality control program,(specialists produce quality control reports for Project General Secretariat which distributes the reports. The quality control is performed also during the project and not only at the end.
- the Guarani project base line is composed of:

· Scientific knowledge – the project started at the academic level
· Legal framework – OAS assistance to develop a legal ad-hoc agreement for this project
· Institutional framework  - creation of technical secretariat under the supervision of the Ex. Agency and national units at the highest level (interministerial organization)
· Groundwater management

Project impact on TDA/SAP: importance to work at the local level (setting up of four pilot projects)

-project challenges: sustainable institutional and legal agreements required, governments of the four countries support and approval, role of the provinces and states (they generate the information and are responsible for the water management). Better understanding of the system, sharing information.
2. Iullemeden Aquifer, by John Chabo 

Introduction to the project: TDA (risks: reduction of water resources, water quality degradation and climate change and variability), Database, Mathematical model and website

Management: national committees meet regularly but they do not address specific management issues, therefore a new consensus on the structure of the consultative mechanisms and mandate were included in the Rome draft agreement in 2006. The draft agreement contains the short-term (0-2 years) and long-term (2-5 years) implementation plans.
3. North West Sahara Aquifer System (NWSAS), byJamal Latrech 
Evolution of a situation of non-cooperation to a sustainable cooperation mechanism shared by the three countries.
Mathematical model developed indicating zone of risks (over exploration, salinisation, environmental risk) Firstly an information system was developed and an agreement built on consultations reached on technical cooperation/ data exchange  

Present situation: harmonized data available and that is a basis for political decisions 

The three countries made a declaration for a permanent structure set-up at technical and political level available for consultation, funded by the three countries (not by GEF, FFEM). The permanent structure is composed of a Secretariat and a Council of Ministers.
The OSS approach for Sustainable management of shared aquifers is to include the technical, political and institutional aspects in the consultation process.
4. Nubian Sandstones Aquifer System, by Andy Garner 
Representatives of all the four countries present at the session
Key issues: protection of biodiversity and land resources, climate change adaptation and sustainable socio-economic development

Challenges of the project
- how can the TDA/SAP be utilized for this aquifer

- how to gain necessary technical/scientific knowledge
Sensitiveness from the countries the use of the terminology “Shared Aquifers” instead of “transboundary”
Concern about the time factor of the availability of water resources of the system

Meeting in Kartoum 

Defining rational use and equitable versus sustainable 

How to deal with uncertainties

Indicators/signals to understand the process 

Groundwater: Myths versus reality  

The importance of filling the data gaps 

Boreholes with 14C measurements show data gaps along the borders.

Intervention from the director of the Nubian Commission for all the countries said that the cooperation exists already for ten years and it has not started with GEF project. The GEF is enhancing the capacities of the Commission.
5. Eastern Desert Aquifer, by Ahmad Wagdy 
The main objective is to come up with a modeling methodology that can be replicated in other aquifers with similar physical and climatic conditions, for developing renewable groundwater resources in hyper arid lands with flash floods.
The Project flow chart was presented, including field work, processed layers and analysis. Using a lot of satellite imagery with good results for assessing rainfall (TRMM)  and lithology.

The outcome is a methodology describing four possible setups.
A presentation of the preparation of a 3-year MSP GEF project on Groundwater Resource Governance: Global framework for Action Cooperative Programme, was made by Rafik Hirshi. The project will focus on: 
· political challenge

· development of global framework for action – the main objective 

Groundwater is linked to all GEF focal areas 

The core tasks

1. Developing the framework

2. Mobilizing communication strategy 

3. profiling groundwater economy

4. environmental aspect 

Due to the tight time frame of the session, there as no time for general discussion, but several questions on the projects were discussed. 
Mr Duda welcomed new proposals on groundwater management projects to enrich the GEF IW portfolio. Mr Puri informed that UNESCO has prepared a pipeline of project proposals to be submitted to GEF for approval.
Some final considerations were made about the adavantages and opportunities offered by aquifers as sub-surface space to store and provide water to meet the different needs particularly in the context of climate change and also to develop sustainable land-use.

The Chair invited the attendees to participate in the two Participant_designed workshops on Friday morning dealing with groundwater (Information management of Internationnaly-Shared Groundwater Resources & Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis (TDA) and identification of Hazards Contributing to Environmental Risks).
