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Large Marine Ecosystems (LMEs)

The LME approach to the assessment and management of marine resources was first introduced in 1984, and the first international LME Conference was held in 1990 in Monaco. Since the mid 1990s, the Global Environment Facility (GEF), in partnership with several UN agencies, has supported 110 economically developing coastal countries with start-up funding at a level of $1.8 billion and the participation of 7000 experts and partners to apply LME assessment and management methods in 16 LME projects directed to the recovery and sustainability of marine resources and their environments in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Eastern Europe. The Conference will examine the scientific advances made in ecosystem assessment by LME projects around the globe and gauge the progress of the 16 GEF funded LME projects in achieving the targets put forward at the 2002 World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg. Conference papers and posters are invited on each of the 10 themes outlined below, including the theoretical background of the LME approach and its present and future role in marine science.

The Conference is convened by Dr. Kenneth Sherman (NOAA/USA) and by Professor Qisheng Tang (Yellow Sea Fisheries Research Institute and Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences, Qingdao, China). It is sponsored by the Chinese Government, by Chinese science agencies, by the Global Environment Facility (GEF), by the IUCN, and by 5 U.N. agencies. Conference themes include assessment and management methodologies for ecosystem-based approaches to the recovery and sustainability of marine resources, and methodologies for analyzing changing states of LMEs, and LMEs at risk from climate change. The Conference also provides a unique opportunity to interact with young Chinese scientists and with Conference participants from countries of the Pacific Rim. Further information is available on the Conference website (see below).

Ten Conference Themes:
1. The Large Marine Ecosystem (LME) Approach to Assessment and Management Marine Resources: Theory and Background
2. Practical implementation of the Ecosystem Approach in LMEs

3. Assessment and Monitoring of LMEs and Development of Indicators and their Application

4. State of Environment and Ecosystem Information Systems in LMEs

5. Integrating Socioeconomics, Science and Governance in LMEs

6. Developing International Partnerships in Science and Management in LMEs

7. Changing States of LMEs in Regional Seas: a Global Perspective

8. LMEs at Risk: Adaptation to Climate Change

9. Complementarity among LME Assessments, GOOS-GEOSS and GLOBEC
10. Toward an LME network

Submitting Papers & Posters
ABSTRACTS (maximum of 800 words) of invited presentations & posters may be submitted to Professor Tong Ling – tongling@ysfri.ac.cn
POSTERS will be displayed on Sept. 11th and Sept. 12th. Maximum poster dimensions are 150 cm (height) X 90cm (width).

The List of Invited Speakers includes:


Professor Qisheng Tang

Dr. Jacqueline McGlade

Professor Tom Powell

Dr. Patricio Bernal

Dr. Al Duda

Dr. Veerle Vandeweerd

Professor Chidi Ibe

Professor Gennady Matishov

Dr. George Wiafe

Professor Jilan Su

Dr. Monde Mayekiso

Professor Zhou Ming-jiang

Dr. Kenneth Sherman
Professor Gotthilf Hempel

Conference website:
www.ysfri.ac.cn/GLME-Conference2-Qingdao/homepage.htm
Registration:

Registration forms can be downloaded from the Conference website. Completed forms should be e-mailed to Professor Tong Ling – tongling@ysfri.ac.cn
Registration fee: $150.00 USD

Monies will be collected upon arrival at the Huiquan Dynasty Hotel on September 10th. A registration table will be set up for this purpose. 

Visa & Invitational Letters:

Participants needing official invitational letters in order to apply for a visa to enter China should e-mail Professor Tong Ling as soon as possible – tongling@ysfri.ac.cn
Venue:

Huiquan Dynasty Hotel

No. 9 Nanhai Road

Qingdao, 266071 CHINA

Tel: 86-532-82886688

Accommodations:

Huiquan Dynasty Hotel (contact information above)

Qingdao Huanghai Hotel

75, Yan’an Yi Road

Tel: 86-532-82870215

Rooms have been blocked for the Conference.  Please note deadline for booking these rooms will be 30 August, 2007.  Updated information and hotel reservation forms can be found on the conference website (see above).   
For additional information please contact one of the following Conveners:

Dr. Kenneth Sherman, Director

USDOC/NOAA/NMFS/NEFSC

Narragansett Laboratory

28 Tarzwell Drive

Narragansett, RI 02882 USA

Tel: 401-782-3211

E-mail: Kenneth.Sherman@noaa.gov

Professor Qisheng Tang, Director General

Yellow Sea Fisheries Research Institute

Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences

106 Nanjing Road

Qingdao 266071, CHINA

Tel: +86-532-5836200

E-mail: ysfri@public.qd.sd.cn
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