






marine reserves studied
around the world
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marine reserves studied

Scientists have studied

What is a Habitat?

What is an Ecosystem?
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can reserves produce beneþ ts

Key Findings

inside their boundaries?
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The Importance of Healthy 
Ecosystems 
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Case Study: Anacapa Island, California, USA

Ecosystem Responses in a 
Marine Reserve

Lessons Learned
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Case Study: San Juan Islands, Washington, USA
can reserves produce benefits inside their boundaries?

Lessons Learned 

Reserves Boost Abundance, Size & Reproduction



outside their boundaries?
can reserves produce beneþ ts

Spillover: Movement of Adult & Juvenile Animals

Key Findings
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Case Study: Merritt Island, Florida, USA

Spillover: Reserve Supplies Trophy Fishes

Lessons Learned
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Case Study: Georges Bank, New England, USA

Export: Closed Areas Boost Scallop Fishery

Lessons Learned

can reserves produce benefits outside their boundaries?



considerations

How Long Does It Take To See a Response?

for reserve design

General Principles

Age of Maturity for Selected Species
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Do All Habitats Need Protection?

General Principles
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