IW:LEARN Combined Q1 and Q2 2008 Quarterly Progress Report

Below, please find summary of achievements by the UNOPS IW:LEARN team over the first half of 2008. 

During the first half of 2008, the UNDP-implemented IW:LEARN project --

2008Q1 & Q2 combined
· Published 2 GEF IW Bridges newsletter issues, circulated electronically to 300 GEF IW Portfolio stakeholders 

· Published 3 IW Experience Notes (www.iwlearn.net/experience)  

2008Q1

· Delivered LAC regional workshop on use of environmental flows in basin management for over 35 participants representing 7 GEF projects from 18 countries

· Delivered stakeholder engagement workshop, featuring 3 GEF-supported initiatives' stakeholders, to support Athens-Petersberg Process 

· Launched on-line Gender and Water Expo (http://www.iwlearn.net/abt_iwlearn/pns/partner/activitye2) 

· Co-developed ocean learning distributed course catalog prototype 

· Actively assisted UNDP/GEF-supported Global Forum in agenda preparation for 4th Global Conference on Oceans, Coasts and Islands 

2008Q2

· Delivered Payment for Ecosystem Services workshop to over 50 participants from at least 15 countries representing at least 7 GEF projects 

· Delivered Asia-Pacific regional workshop on stakeholder engagement in IW management for 25 participants representing at least 5 GEF IW projects from 8 nations, plus targeted intervention for Mekong River Commission. 

· Organized 2 learning exchanges: 9 Okavango River Basin 9 stakeholders studied Brazilian TDA-SAP processes, 6 Bulgaria Restoration project partners reviewed Austrian management practices apropos Danube. 

· Co-convened international roundtable featuring Mesta-Nestos River case study of public participation, involving over 50 basin stakeholders plus international organizations, and resulting in stakeholder identification and endorsement of stakeholder forum. 

· Assisted planning and substantive delivery of GEF IW sessions at 3rd International Conference on Managing Shared Aquifers, Africa Groundwater & Climate conference, and 4th Global Conference on Oceans; also assisted GEF IW preparation for 5th World Water Forum (2009)

· Launched Asia chapter of Gender and Water traveling expo. 
