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Introduction

Since 2005 GEF IW-Learn and GWA are implementing the Travelling Exhibit on Gender and Water. The main objective of this project is to raise awareness about gender and water issues and strengthen capacity in community-based groups and organisations to address gender equity in integrated water resource management in all the regions also supported by GEF IW projects. An artistic exhibition was produced in the form of a visual storybook that compares and contrasts gender and water stories from GEF IW project regions around the world. This portable and dividable exhibit was generated through new interactions between the GEF and Gender & Water Alliance groups. 

In the first two years the exhibit was developed for and displayed in the Latin American region by GWA members from that continent, in 2007 the exhibit entered its global phase by developing an African Chapter and in 2008 an Asian chapter was developed.
Latin American chapter

The Travelling Exhibit (TE) was developed first for the Latin American and Caribbean region. GWA members provided suitable photographs to a curator who used these to produce 10 different panels. This first set of panels was produced with text in Spanish and English. Later a second set was printed with text in 4 languages: Spanish, English, Portuguese and French. The exhibit was launched at the 3rd biennial GEF IW Conference in Salvador, Brazil in June 2005. After that the exhibit travelled through the following countries of Latin America: Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Jamaica, Mexico, Bolivia, Panama, and Argentina, where it was displayed at several international conferences as well as at national and local events. During its display other activities like seminars, radio programmes, drawing competitions for children, essay competitions for students, were organised to raise awareness about gender and water. These activities strengthened the exhibit on display and managed to reach many people.
During this phase of the project a few difficulties came to the fore:

· The physical travelling of the panels between countries and cities turned out to be problematic. First of all the transport of the panels turned out to be quite expensive. Secondly the panels had to go through customs and this caused considerable delays, leading in one occasion to the cancellation of display, as the panels were not in time at the venue. Lastly some of the panels were damaged during the transport, making them unsuitable for display.
· The curator responsible for the development of the panels had an insufficient background in gender issues and the final materials did not show the sensitivity to gender and water that was expected and required.
· The coordination for the display of the panels in different Latin American countries turned out to be far more work than expected.

In the following chapter of the exhibit, attempts were made to address these problems.
African chapter
On the basis of the experiences with the Latin American chapter of the exhibit a few changes were made for the African chapter of the exhibit.
It was decided to produce and print panels based on digital files on CD-ROMs. The CD-ROMs could be copied easily and sent to different countries, where they can be used again and again. The printing costs are decreasing over time, thus becoming even less expensive than the transportation costs, and the advantage is that the panels will remain in the country and can be used repeatedly and on various occasions related to IWRM and/or gender. It would also be easier to add panels, if a digital format is provided which could be filled with country specific context (text and photographs).
Another adjustment made, was to look for an organisation that could both produce the panels as well as coordinate the display of the panels in the region. Therefore a partner was sought with gender expertise as well as a network within the region.

For this purpose contacts were established with the Gender Equity Unit (GEU) of the University of the Western Cape, Cape Town, South Africa and in December 2006 a contract was signed for the coordination of the Travelling Exhibit in Africa. For several reasons (reported upon in the report of 2007) the project got delayed, but the GEU still managed to produce a new exhibit of 7 panels on the basis of photo’s and text provided by GWA members. The panels have text in 3 different languages: English, French and Portuguese, and was launched at the 4th GEF IW Conference in Cape Town, South Africa end of July 2007.

Unfortunately, the initial enthusiasm of GEU died down, and the exhibit was not displayed any further in Southern Africa. As the cooperation between GEU and GWA did not turn out as expected, GWA took charge of the African chapter again. In March 2008 the digital panels were finally received by GWA and 3 sets of posters were printed in June 2008. One set was displayed at the World Expo in Zaragoza, Spain in the UN-Water pavilion from June to September 2008. The other sets were taken to Nigeria and Benin in September 2008 where various GWA members showed a lot of interest to organise an event, so they stayed there for display. 
GWA will continue to make the exhibit available to its African members and interested parties, stimulating them to add on panels to the exhibit.
South Asian chapter

Based on the experiences with the African chapter, again adjustments were made to the exhibit. The idea of the digital panels was consolidated, but a different type of coordinating organisation was found. The Centre for Environment Education (CEE), with whom a contract was signed in April 2008 for development and coordination of the exhibit for South Asia, is very experienced in producing Educational materials and has the facilities to do so in-house. As their knowledge about gender issues was limited, the GWA has taken responsibility for the content of the panels. The first version of the South Asian chapter of the Travelling Exhibit was launched at World Water Week in Stockholm, Sweden in August 2008. These 7 panels with text in English and Hindi has also been on display in September 2008 at the 'Voices from the Waters' - film festival in Bangalore. Up to March 2009, the exhibit is scheduled for display in 6 countries: Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. In every country the exhibitors will add one more panel about the most relevant Gender and Water issues in the country. The text on the panels will be translated in at least one of the local languages, but within the countries there is also keen interest to translate the panels into provincial languages. The Asian chapter is scheduled to be on display at the fifth World Water Forum in March 2009, Turkey.
Deliverables submitted

3 sets of 10 panels for the Latin American and Caribbean chapter

Set of digital files of the format and 7 posters in high resolution for the African chapter

3 sets of 7 posters on fire-resistant material of the African chapter

Set of digital files of the format and 7 posters in high resolution for the South Asian chapter

3 sets of 7 posters on fire-resistant material of the South Asian chapter
Summary of notable impacts upon or benefits received by IW:LEARN’s target community

The GEF-IW learn target community has been able to see the exhibit in 2 of their own conferences; the biannual GEF International Waters Conferences in Salvador, Brasil as well as in Cape Town, South Africa. GEF staff visited the exhibit, which was well received and both times, it appeared to be a relatively new theme for many visitors. Also GEF staff attending other international events where the exhibit was on display, enjoyed the exhibit.

Even though it is understood that there are no GEF-IW learn projects in the South Asian region that can be targeted, the scope of the exhibit can be expanded to Asian and Pacific countries where there are GEF-IW projects. On the basis of the experiences and displays in countries in South Asia, it will be possible to expand the exhibit to other Asian countries involving GEF-IW learn partners from the beginning.
Apart of GEF staff the exhibit was visited by many people from many different backgrounds: school children, students, teachers, professionals, villagers, water professionals, irrigators, government officials, etc. For many the subject was totally new, and the exhibit functioned as an eye-opener. In general it appears that gender and water issues are better understood as a result of the exhibit and the adjoining activities. 

Sustainability Plan

Even after closure of the IW-Learn project the Travelling Exhibit will be on display, drawing continuing attention to gender aspects in the water sector leading to more sustainable projects.

IW-Learn and GEF partners can now download the exhibit from the IW-Learn webpage, and GWA members can get the posters of all three chapters in a digital format snet to them on a CD-ROM.
As the Travelling Exhibit has been on show on many international events, it has generated interest from other regions and networks as well. There have been requests from East Asia, Central Asia, the Pacific and West Asia to develop a similar exhibit. The experiences with the South Asian chapter will be used as an input to develop a Gender and Water Travelling Exhibit in other parts of Asia. 
The Gender and Water Alliance is currently exploring the possibilities to develop together with GenderCC-Net (a network on gender and climate change) and World Rainforest Movement a travelling photo exhibit on the theme of Gender, Water and Climate. Furthermore contacts have been established with the African Gender & Climate Change Network as well as with InWent. These contacts can be used to increase display of the African chapter of the Travelling Exhibit as well as to explore expanding the current exhibit with other panels.

In other words, the Travelling Exhibit will continue to be on display, and the present chapters will serve as a basis to expand the current Exhibit, not only geographically but also content wise.

To enable the increasing demand the GWA will write a proposal for further funding to be handed to IW-Learn (if extended), GEF and/or UNDP. 
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