RAPOURTEUR’S REPORT

VISIT TO NINI FLOWER FARM, NAIVASHA

BY

P. O. ABOHWEYERE

Workshop participants arrived Nini Farms about 12.30p.m. and were received by the farm manager. After a brief welcome she gave the participants a run down of the activities on the farm. She stated that the farm was established in 1997 with only one phase which had now grown to four phases of 20 hectares. The farm is owned by investors and employs 670 people. 
The roses from this farm are for the export market, with Holland constituting the highest percentage. Products from the farm are also exported to France and a new market has just being started for Japan. Daily quantity exported from the farm is 107,000 roses through Nairobi airport and it takes four days to get the flowers to the market. A stem of rose with about 20 roses goes for $10. 
On the operational practices, the participants were informed that Nina farms make use of under ground water and not from the Naivasha Lake and the quantity of water used per day is 1,600 cubic. To conserve the soil, the plant are not planted on the ground rather they are planted in plastic boxes with no contact with the soil and blended coconut husk as substrate for the plant. The Integrated pest management method is used on this farm, while striving to reduce level of chemical from class 1 that is the highest and less environmental friendly to class 4 that is more environmental friendly. Every shipment is accompanied with plant quality certificate.
The participants were shown around the green house on the farm and while there, they were informed that the temperature of the green house is controlled by the use of mobile roofs. The average temperature in the green house is 280c.

The social responsibility activity that the farm has been involved in, include among other things, provision of health clinic, orphanage, schools and sanitation. 

