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�� Sources of International LawSources of International Law
�� International Treaties International Treaties 

�� Customary International LawCustomary International Law
�� International custom, as evidence of a general International custom, as evidence of a general 

practice accepted as law ( Article 38,1,b of the Statute practice accepted as law ( Article 38,1,b of the Statute 
of the International Court of Justice)of the International Court of Justice)
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UN GA Rosolution: Use of 
Transboundary Aquifers

Sharing countries will work 
together… to ensure the 
continued, sound functioning
of aquifer systems and will 
reduce the risks to the integrity
of an aquifer system

Inventory process well advanced,
70 in Americas, >30 in Africa, 90 in Europe, ?? In Asia

Current focus, till the 
culmination of the 

Programme



Cairns Oct 2009

Transition of Transition of IHPIHP’’ss phases:phases:

19961996--2001 IHP2001 IHP--VV
Hydrology and Water Resources DevelopmentHydrology and Water Resources Development

in a in a Vulnerable EnvironmentVulnerable Environment

20082008--2013 IHP2013 IHP--VII (operational)VII (operational)
Water Dependencies:Water Dependencies:

Systems under StressSystems under Stress and and Societal ResponsesSocietal Responses

19901990--1995 IHP IV1995 IHP IV
Hydrology and Water Resources Sustainable DevelopmentHydrology and Water Resources Sustainable Development

in ain a Changing EnvironmentChanging Environment

20022002--2007 IHP2007 IHP--VIVI
Water Interactions:Water Interactions:

Systems at RiskSystems at Risk and and Social ChallengesSocial Challenges
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Physical 
landscapes

Climate 
variability & risks

Sustainable 
Water Resource 

Management for ‘Community’ Use

Regulations

Society Economy

Use
rs,

 Ir
rig

In
d IFI’s, GEF ODA

Po
lit

ica
l f

or
ce

s

Sector tensions

History & culture Poverty alleviation
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3D bulk flow
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linear

predictable

Linear..(optimal) 
planning
-’optimal’ output
-command & control 
planning
-top down central 
planning
Effective hierarchical 
organisations
-scientific knowledge

Complex adaptive
system

Unpredictability

Adaptive management
-processes & interactions 
between parts of  different 
temporal & spatial scale
-experiment, monitoring, 
evaluation, feedback, & iterate
-distributed & localised planning
Organisation that deals with 
change
Knowledge diversity=scientific + 
wisdom

EcoSystem

Perception & 
representation

Perception & 
representation
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How to incorporate this to  
policy to ensure that land 
owners get the benefit
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