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The Basic Questions

�„ If the low water line retreats do baselines and the 
outer limits of maritime zones retreat?

�„ If an island becomes uninhabitable does it lose its 
EEZ and continental shelf?

�„ If an island disappears does it lose all its maritime 
zones?

�„ If an island State ceases to be inhabitable does it 
cease to be  State?

�„ How can the international law assist in providing 
stability, certainty and a future to disappearing 
Small Island States?


