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Media Release – 22 October 2009
Coral Triangle Countries Express Climate Change Concerns
Recognizing the disastrous impacts climate change will have on the world's coastal and marine ecosystems and those who depend on them for their livelihoods, the six countries of the Coral Triangle Initiative are developing a common position to present at the UN climate negotiations in Copenhagen this December. The six countries -- Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Solomon Islands, and Timor Leste -- have within their territories and are responsible for managing the so-called Amazon of the Seas, the most biologically diverse coastal and marine area on the planet. Their heads of state met in May of this year in Manado, Indonesia to pledge their support for sound management of their shared resources. 

But the Coral Triangle's ecosystems and peoples are facing a potentially dire situation from climate change, which is increasing the frequency of extreme weather events and causing the rise of sea levels as well as ocean temperatures and acidity. This is putting severe strains on the integrity of coastal and marine ecosystems which are home to 75% of known coral species and support fisheries, tourism and other industries worth billions of dollars annually to local economies. 

The Asian Development Bank is among several international partners supporting the Coral Triangle Initiative along with the Global Environment Facility (GEF). ADB's principal climate change specialist, David McCauley, says "Unless the underlying causes of climate change are addressed at the global level, the prospects for the hundreds of millions of people dependent upon the world's coral reefs and associated ecosystems are truly worrying, and even if an adequate global response is taken there will be significant adverse impacts that will require carefully designed adaptation measures." 

The ADB is supporting representatives from the six CTI countries to attend the GEF's International Waters Conference being held in Cairns this week. The participants from around the world are discussing global best practice in managing water resources -- including shared coastal and marine systems -- based on the experience of similar projects being applied on every continent. 

The Coral Triangle Initiative was created to catalyze attention to and action on climate change and other threats to this vital region. In excess of $300 million already has been firmly committed to its program of action, with contributions from the six countries and from their international partners, including ADB, GEF, the governments of Australia and the US, and the non-governmental organizations World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), The Nature Conservancy and Conservation International.
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